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Periurban Parks
1. Is the environmental component prevalent in the park area (e.g. woodlands, wetlands or waterways, natural heritage, etc)? 
pippo
2. Is the park area already characterised by the presence of areas with formally recognised environmental protection (e.g. Site of Community Importance, Special Protection Area, Site of Regional Importance)? 
3.Is agricultural use prevalent in the park area (e.g. extension of farm land, quality of cultivation, traditional agricultural systems; agricultural systems of landscape / environmental interest)?
4. Is the park area characterised by land in need of recovery or reclamation following intensive human activity (e.g. abandoned ex-mining or ex-industrial areas, dumping grounds, abandoned landfills,  etc)?
5. Is the park area in direct contact with densely populated urban areas and / or situated within the urban system? 
6. Is the park area characterised by complex eco-systems, created as a result of human activity (e.g. wooded areas, minor ecological networks, etc)?
7. Is the park area situated in land subject to local policy for the recovery of degraded or ex-agricultural areas (e.g. brown fields, etc)?
8. Are the services offered by the park largely for local use and / or addressed towards local residents (e.g. playgrounds, urban allotments, formally designed green spaces, etc)?
Section 1
Policy / Regulatory aspects
1. Is the periurban park recognised by national / regional legislation as a specific typology of park?
2. Is the park covered by a specific planning instrument (e.g. park plan, master plan, town planning of the area)?
3.  Is park governance regulated by a single structure, which coordinates the different institutional and territorial levels and sectors?
Management aspects
4. Does the park management and development structure promote stakeholder involvement?
5. Does the park have structured mechanisms for the stakeholder participation in defining its functions and activities?
6. Is the park managed by a specifically created public or public/private agency?  
7. Does the park have a medium / long term strategy both for its management and development and for evaluation of actions / activities?  
Environmental aspects
8. Is the park considered to be a key element within the construction of a green network to contain urban sprawl? 
9. Does the park have or apply active strategies for the protection and enhancement of green areas and of biodiversity? 
10. Does the park have or apply active strategies to mitigate and reduce the impact of human activity on the park? 
Section 2 - 1/3
11. Does the park have a formal strategy to identify and allocate functions to the different areas of the park?
Social and communication aspects
12. Does the park have a social strategy for the involvement of park users, both in terms of educational activities and of operative involvement (e.g. monitoring, volunteering)? 
13. Does the park have strategies and / or activities providing information on the importance of its cultural heritage?
Cultural Aspects
14. Does the park have or benefit from specific plans for the recovery and maintenance of cultural heritage?
Economic aspects
15. Are current and / or foreseen financial resources sufficient to cover the parks' various needs?
16. Does park funding come mainly from public sources? 
17. Do (eco-compatible) activities undertaken in the park (e.g. eco-tourism, small scale organic agriculture, forestry) generate significant income for the park?
Section 2 - 2/3
Infrastructure accessibility aspects
18. Does the park management structure participate actively in the definition of infrastructure development that concerns the park (e.g. planning of new housing schemes or roads)?
19. Can city dwellers easily reach the park using public transport?
20. Is the park's internal mobility network sufficiently equipped to allow for sustainable and enjoyable user access (e.g. cycle network, pathways, visitors centres, resting points)?
21. Is the park accessible to different categories of users, including those with mobility problems?
 
Section 2 - 3/3
Category A Protected Nature Park
This type of park consists of areas with a high natural, biological and landscape or cultural related values. Generally these parks are characterised by a high level of plant and animal biodiversity.
Regulations and restrictions for the use of this type of territory exist at European level (NATURA 2000), at national level and / or at regional and local level. Legislation on nature protection often provides direct rules and frameworks for activities. The prohibition of certain uses can have significant impact on the development process.
Parks concerned: 
Suggested Good Practices:
Your park is similar to:
No other category
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NO
YES
NO
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YES
NO
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YES - view
NO
View the Good Practices from Parks outside the Periurban Consortium:
Category B
Semi-Natural Agro-Ecological Park
This type of park is composed of a mixture of natural and artificially created lands, which may include ecological areas, such as green corridors, or agricultural lands, such as crop fields, woods and wetlands. 
This type of park is not subject to particular European regulation (though it has been taken into consideration at EU level, particularly in the 2004 EESC commentary on Agriculture in Periurban Areas), but is subject to a range of legislations and policies at national and local level.
Parks concerned: 
Suggested Good Practices:
Your park is similar to:
No other category
YES
NO
YES
NO
YES
NO
YES
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NO
YES
NO
YES
NO
View the Good Practices from Parks outside the Periurban Consortium:
Category C
Green City Park
This type of park represents a green area located in very close proximity to or within the urban area, with a series of functions related to local use and addressed to local residents. 
Given that it can incorporate various typologies of park, it is subject to a range of legislations and policies at national and local level (e.g. Forest Management Plans, Local Plans on Green Spaces, Urban Development Plans).
Parks concerned: 
Suggested Good Practices
Your park is similar to:
No other category
YES
NO
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NO
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NO
YES
NO
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NO
View the Good Practices from Parks outside the Periurban Consortium:
Category D
Re-naturalised Park
This type of park represents a landscape, which had previously been artificially denatured or deteriorated to some extent, including ex-industrial areas, or dumping grounds, but has now been partly or fully recovered. The exact nature of the recovery varies, but will deliver new man-made landscape and archaeological elements, often building on the area's natural qualities. 
Policies at local level may provide specific recommendations and regulations on the environment in this type of the park. This may include local policies or Master Plans for the reclamation of damaged or degenerated land.
Parks concerned: 
Suggested Good Practices
Your park is similar to:
No other category
YES
NO
YES
NO
YES
NO
YES
NO
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NO
YES
NO
YES
NO
View the Good Practices from Parks outside the Periurban Consortium:
Your Park cannot be categorised
Category A Protected Nature Park
This type of park consists of areas with a high natural, biological and landscape or cultural related values. Generally these parks are characterised by a high level of plant and animal biodiversity.
Regulations and restrictions for the use of this type of territory exist at European level (NATURA 2000), at national level and / or at regional and local level. Legislation on nature protection often provides direct rules and frameworks for activities. The prohibition of certain uses can have significant impact on the development process.
Parks concerned: 
Category B
Semi-Natural Agro-Ecological Park
This type of park is composed of a mixture of natural and artificially created lands, which may include ecological areas, such as green corridors, or agricultural lands, such as crop fields, woods and wetlands. 
This type of park is not subject to particular European regulation (though it has been taken into consideration at EU level, particularly in the 2004 EESC commentary on Agriculture in Periurban Areas), but is subject to a range of legislations and policies at national and local level.
Parks concerned: 
Category C
Green City Park
This type of park represents a green area located in very close proximity to or within the urban area, with a series of functions related to local use and addressed to local residents. 
Given that it can incorporate various typologies of park, it is subject to a range of legislations and policies at national and local level (e.g. Forest Management Plans, Local Plans on Green Spaces, Urban Development Plans).
Parks concerned: 
Category D
Re-naturalised Park
This type of park represents a landscape, which had previously been artificially denatured or deteriorated to some extent, including ex-industrial areas, or dumping grounds, but has now been partly or fully recovered. The exact nature of the recovery varies, but will deliver new man-made landscape and archaeological elements, often building on the area's natural qualities. 
Policies at local level may provide specific recommendations and regulations on the environment in this type of the park. This may include local policies or Master Plans for the reclamation of damaged or degenerated land.
Parks concerned: 
Andalusia
Regional Government of Andalusia, Regional Ministry for Environment (ES)
The Ministry of Environment for Andalusia is the regional entity responsible for environmental management and for the Protected Natural Areas Network.
The Protected Natural Areas Network of Andalusia (RENPA) is an integrated and unified system which includes all the natural areas located in the region that account for special protection. RENPA is particularly concerned with protecting and conserving ecosystems, communities, geological or biological elements or other very important natural components, particularly in Sites and Reserves and with making these areas accessible to the local population.
In Andalusia there are 21 Periurban parks, adding up to a total surface area of approximately 6,000 hectares. The extension of these parks varies from 13.84 ha, belonging to "Castala" Periurban park in the municipality of Berja (Almería), to the 2,720 ha of the "Monte La Sierra" Periurban park in the town of Jaen. The average size of these 21 Periurban parks is of 285.5 ha and the average size of the municipality where they are located is of 66,616 inhabitants.
These parks they are a versatile figure from a territorial, environmental and social point of view considering the equipments and the green areas they provide, sharing in many cases the same functions as urban green spaces and protected natural areas.
 
Contact Details:
Ramón Pardo de Donlebún Quijano, Junta de Andalusia
jramon.pardo@juntadeandalucia.es
0034-954787208
www.juntadeandalucia.es/medioambiente/site/web/
 
Danube-Ipoly National Park
Danube-Ipoly National Park Directorate (HU)
The Danube-Ipoly National Park Directorate is the federal organisation for the management of the protected natural areas in four counties of Hungary. The area of responsibility is approximately 880 000 hectares. It's main task is the management of the of protected natural values, protected natural areas, Natura 2000 areas, and the areas and values belonging to the International Conservational Agreement.
Covering 10,498 hectares of mountainous landscape, the Buda Hills Landscape Protection Area surrounds Budapest from the north-west and at many points it deeply stretches into the city. It is protected since 1978 due to the unique botanical, zoological and geological assets of these mostly wooded mountains. The other main reason of the protection is keeping the complex landscape of forests and grasslands intact and preserving this huge green belt next to Budapest that functions as the lung of the capital, by preventing any constructions in the area.
There are two different parts of the protected area. The largest area covers around 7500 hectares and lays west of Budapest. The area is covered by deciduous forests and dolomite or limestone grasslands and its function is the preservation of these special habitats. Less people visit this area as it is further from the city. 
The other area lies right next to Budapest and as many citizens are coming to visit it is much more crowded with people. This is the main excursion zone that is also full of forests and grasslands but the main function of the area here is to provide a resting place for the citizens. 
Contact Details:
Eszter Domina, Danube-Ipoly National Park Directorate
domina.eszter@dinpig.hu
0036 30 542 3168
www.dinpi.hu
 
Košice
The City of Košice (SK)
The City of Košice, located in eastern Slovakia, represents and promotes interests of the city inhabitants, and their claims to a high quality and safe environment, on the basis of the programme of economic and social development of the city. The project involves the departments of Strategic Development; Housing and Environment; City Greenery; and Municipal Forests. 
In the northern part of the city, residential areas with family houses and the housing estate are in immediate vicinity of two important parks:
·         Park Moňok is a largely forestry park, almost all of which is a regional biocentre BC-R Viničná- Košická Mountain where are recorded habitats of European and national importance. This is a relatively  new site, whose importance began to increase gradually with the construction of a new housing estate in the area. After this, the park began to be used mainly for short-term recreation and sports activities of local inhabitants. However, in partnership with NGOs and local stakeholders, the challenge it to challenge to improve affordable short-term recreation for the general public, which still protecting biodiversity.
·         Park Bankov is an area rich in historical, cultural and technical landmarks and largely forestry in nature. This well established area has a relatively dense network of hiking trails, trails and forest roads and good public transport connection. However, the area needs to be protected from urban sprawl (in the form of construction of commercial amenities) and to be further developed on the basis of a strategic management plan.
 
Contact details:
Aneta Mihalková, Department of strategic development, City of Košice
aneta.mihalkova@kosice.sk
00421 55 6419 287
www.kosice.sk
 
Lille Metropole
Lille Metropolitan Natural Space Office (FR)
Lille Metropolitan Natural Space Office (ENLM) is a joint association of 40 cities (<500 000 inhabitants) and the Urban Community of Lille Metropole (LMCU), which manages green and blue infrastructure in Lille and the surrounding neighbourhood. 
The green and blue areas of the territory have risen dramatically in the past 20 years. Indeed, ENLM now manages more than 1200 hectares spread across the territory of the Metropole Area and 120 hectares of water surfaces.
The variety of park space in the territory is vast and the waterways play a key role in terms of nature and biodiversity, heritage (particularly reflecting the industrial heritage) and links with neighbouring Belgium. Park characteristics range from natural spaces, to manmade green areas (for example the Mosaic Garden, which links culture and nature), to areas for tourism and recreation (such as open air museums like the old farming world and various sports facilities).
 
Contact details:
Pierre Dhenin, Lille Metropolitan Natural Space Office
pdhenin@enm-lille.fr
0033 3 59 00 24 02
www.lillemetropole.fr
Monsanto Lisbon
Lisbon Municipality (PT)
The Parque Florestal de Monsanto in the urban area of Lisbon has existed for 72 years, occupying around 1000 hectares. This corresponds roughly to about one eighth of the surface of the city, covering most of the Monsanto hills. This anticline limestone dome covered by Cretaceous volcanic deposits, corresponds to the highest topographic point of Lisbon municipality.
The Monsanto Forest Park is more or less isolated from the urban area by the installation, over the past decades, of major rail and road infrastructure mainly on the east part of the park in the deep Alcantara valley but also in the north and west part of the park - all this act as barriers to central part Lisbon. Connections pedestrian / cycling between urban and forest have been promoted through pedestrian and cycling over pass and viaducts. 
Once across the metropolitan area of Lisbon there is no other park with the characteristics of Monsanto Park which priorities focus on the preservation and, where possible, improving aspects of biotic (biodiversity, plant, vegetative regeneration, ... ). The actions of environmental education and park visitors increment, promoted by a diverse offering sports and leisure are seen as crucial for people to mobilise in order to help preserve a unique space within their area of residence. 
It is equipped with infrastructure for recreation, sports, environmental and cultural activities. When it was created, the park was almost totally treeless, having started planting in 1940. Today, the care taken in preserving the forest has allowed the National Forest Authority to classify various forest stands.
 
Contact Details:
Carlos Souto Cruz, Parque Florestal de Monsanto
souto_cruz@sapo.pt
00351-213614400
www.cm-lisboa.pt
 
Parco della Piana Tuscany
Regione Toscana (IT)
Regione Toscana, DG Environmental Policies, has long experience in the development of parks across the regional territory. Recently, focus has turned to the creation of the Parco della Piana; through a process involving various local councils and making €3million euro are available for pilot actions. The creation of this park is seen as an opportunity to recover and reclaim an area of 7000 Ha, which is under urban pressure, and provide it with its own landscape and environmental identity.
The park is spread mainly across flat lands crossed by rivers and Bisenzio Ombrone Pistoia, area between the slopes of Mount Morello and Calvana in the north east and the Arno river and the hills of Montalbano in the south west. This area in prehistoric times was occupied by a vast Pliocenic basin. In addition to the flat lands, a portion of rural hills of Carmignano form part of the territory on the side facing the plain.
This area is characterised by a significant human pressure that is due both to urban settlements and to the presence of large scale infrastructure, both of which constitute important limits and threats to the ecosystem. 
Among the initiatives being undertaken in this area, the Regional Government has allocated funding of 11 million € to activities related to the creation of an Agricultural Park. 
Contact Details:
Maria Clelia Mele, Head of Sector for Territorial Planning, Regional Government of Tuscany
mariaclelia.mele@regione.toscana.it
0039 55-438 3954
www.regione.toscana.it
www.parcodellapiana.it
 
Periurban Parks in Milan
Regional Government of Lombardy (IT)
Lombardy is a Region located in the north of Italy. It has an average density of inhabitants per Km² which is almost twice the national average, and the density of regional manufacturing areas is the highest among all Italian regions. However, Lombardy is also rich in natural areas and landscape, including a wealth of protected areas and parks. 
Thanks to a 1983 regional law, 6 Urban Belt (or periurban) Parks are now recognised among the 24 regional parks in Lombardy. The two parks involved in the PERIURBAN partnership are:
·         Parco Nord Milano, set up in 1975 in an area that has historically represented Milan's industrial district, with its heavy industry and steel mills. Therefore, Parco Nord Milano was instituted with the aim to convert and re-qualify those areas, in the period of gradual deindustrialisation and outsourcing of manufacturing processes. The park covers 630 hectares, with woodlands, natural park areas and agricultural areas.
·         Parco Sud Milano, set up in 1990, covering 47000 hectares and composed largely of agricultural lands such as cornfields, meadows, poplar cultivations, woods and wetlands. This area was historically characterised by a strong presence of intensive agriculture, thanks to an exceptional water availability. The Parco Agricolo Sud Milano was instituted at the beginning of the '90s with the aim to support this residual activity, to preserve this sort of agricultural landscape and to look after the natural ecosystem.
 
Contact Details:
Antonella Songia, Direzione Generale Sistemi Verdi e Paesaggio, Regione Lombardia
antonella_songia@regione.lombardia.it
0039 02 6765 4530
 
Maria Pia Sparla, Parco Agricolo Sud Milano
mp.sparla@provincia.milano.it
0039 027740 3461
 Tomaso Colombo, Parco Nord Milano
tomasocolombo@parconord.milano.it
0039 02241016.202
 www.regione.lombardia.it
www.parconord.milano.it
Praha-Troja Nature Park
Czech University of Life Sciences (CZ)
Czech University of Life Sciences plays an important role as a strategic partner for Regional and Local governments advising and supporting development of policies on environmental protection, including environmental protection in periurban areas. Within the project, the University collaborates with the Municipal District Prague Troja, where is situated the Natural Park Draháň  - Troja.
The territory of Natural Park Draháň  - Troja spreads over an area of 590 ha and encompasses four municipal districts of Prague and it is situated in the area of Troja Basin, on the left bank of the Vltava River.. The largest area of the park (app. 300 ha) is located in Prague Troja, an area of the project Periurban Parks interest in terms of its protection, care and development. Residential areas with prevailing family houses (south border) and the housing estate are located on the delimited territory. The park also includes Zoological and Botanical garden and varied group of natural, cultural and tourist sites. The park represents a recreational space that increases the standard of living and offers leisure possibilities for its inhabitants; at the same time it is a very important area from the ecological point of view  - to maintain biodiversity, protected species, and ecological stability of the territory. The park encompasses two significant European locations of Natura 2000. Additionally, significant landscape elements have been declared and a natural monument Vltava Rapid is in proposal. Considering the biodiversity, the Troja area is one of the most significant areas of Prague.
 
Contact Details:
Josef Kozák, Czech University of Life Sciences Prague, Faculty of Agrobiology, Food and Natural Resources, Department of Soil Science and Protection
kozak@af.czu.cz
00420 224384757
www.czu.cz/en/
Tomáš Drdácký, the Mayor of Municipal district Prague Troja
drdacky@mctroja.cz
 
Seine-Saint-Denis
General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (FR)
The general council of Seine-Saint-Denis, located in the eastern suburb of Paris, covers 236 km² and 40 cities and is home to around 1,455,000 inhabitants (2005).Since its creation in 1964, the County Council has implemented an active strategy for green and natural areas, biodiversity and landscapes, allowing the surface area of green and natural areas to increase from 300 hectares in 1969 to 1782 today. 
Among the many green areas in the territory is the Georges Valbon Park. Located in the northwest of Seine-Saint-Denis, this is the biggest in the department, spreads out over 415 hectares and extends over five municipalities, which add up 178 953 inhabitants. The park was converted between 1960 and 2000 on wet agricultural grounds, in a region called “Plain of France”, grounds that recreate wooded massifs and meadows and through which numerous paths go. 
This park was created in an industrial and very populated area, underprivileged in public green spaces. A first part was opened to the public in July 1970. Today, the park is surrounded by a very dense urban zone, consisting in residential areas (houses, buildings), in business parks and an airport (goods transportation and private jets).
Georges Valbon Park's main objectives is the reception of the public for leisure, the improvement of biodiversity, and the heightening public awareness of environment.
 
Contact Details:
Claire Marcadet, Direction des Espaces Verts, Conseil général de la Seine Saint-Denis
cmarcadet@cg93.fr
0033 01 43 93 11 53
www.parcs93.info
 
Silesia Metropolis
Upper Silesia Metropolitan Association (PL)
The Metropolitan Association of Upper Silesia (GZM) is a self-government unit established in 2007, gathering 14 cities named Silesia Metropolis, with a population of nearly 2 million people. Until the 1980s, its economic development was based on hard coal and ores excavation and processing. Despite this industrial past, nearly ¼ of the Silesia Metropolis is covered by green or open areas, 22% of which are state forests. Parks and public green areas are generally run by local or regional self-governments, while state forests are part of the State Enterprise and are managed by its units.
The contemporary number of the natural areas is both the result of state policy protecting the forests (e.g. the obligation to afforest the same area as designated for the industrial plant) as well as the initiative undertaken in 1968, it is to establish the Forest Protective Belt around what is the current day Silesia Metropolis). This green belt incorporated existing parks, forests, as well as the agricultural and derelict areas appointed for forestation  - located both within the cites' structure and up to 30 km beyond the cities' borders. This green belt performs a natural and health role - as well as the social and recreational one by providing the inhabitants with the publicly open forests and a number of recreational centres.
The project area is forestry (approx. 98% of the Project area) and includes 5 recreational centres (approx. 2% of the Project area) - each one with the water reservoir of anthropogenic origin. These are: Valley of 3 Ponds (the colloquial name of the Katowice Forest Park): the biggest, most invested and intensively arranged centre, including the direct neighbourhood of the sport airport), Katowice; Janina-Barbara, Katowice; Bolina, Katowice; Słupna, Mysłowice; Joyful Wave, Katowice/Mysłowice.
 
 
Contact Details:
Agnieszka Szczepańska-Góra, Metropolitan Association of Upper Silesia
gora.a@gzm.org.pl
+48 32 253 04 25 x 17
www.gzm.org.pl
 
Vitosha Nature Park
Vitosha Nature Park (BU)
Vitosha is the first park in Bulgaria and on the Balkan Peninsula. The park was declared as such in 1934. The park's territory is categorised as a nature park according to Bulgarian legislation (Protected Areas Act) and is part of the European ecological network NATURA 2000. Today, Vitosha Nature Park covers an area of 27079.11 ha. The existing zoning of Vitosha Nature Park considers the inter-relation between nature and people and reflects the objectives for protection, maintenance and development of periurban areas possessing high aesthetic, ecological and cultural values in combination with rich biological diversity. 
Vitosha Nature Park is one of the most important areas in Bulgaria in terms of endemic species, biological  and landscape diversity. There are two reserves within the territory of the park - Bistrishko Branishte (1061.6ha) and Torfeno Branishte (784.1ha). Forests cover 79.5% of the park's territory, with pre-dominance of natural stands and proportion of broadleaved to coniferous 60:40%, respectively. The rest of the park is covered by agricultural lands, which are used only as pastures and not for agricultural production. The agricultural lands on the territory of Vitosha NP are not considered as a resource for intensive agriculture and farming. 
Vitosha NP is the most visited protected area in the country  - with over 3.5 million visitors per year. The park territory is also used for recreation and sport, cultural events and fair, educational and research activities.  
The park is managed by Vitosha Nature Park Directorate, which is a branch of the Executive Forest Agency. The Directorate is in charge of management, biodiversity conservation, supervision and enhancement of the park's territory. 
 
Contact details:
Neli Doncheva, Vitosha Nature Park Directorate
neli_doncheva@yahoo.com
00 359/2 988 58 41
www.park-vitosha.org
 
Zografou City Parks
Zografou Municipal Enterprise of Development (EL)
Common profit Enterprise of Development is an enterprise owned by the Municipality of Zografou. The enterprise manages well green spaces, throughout its area of competence.
The particular area of interest concerned Zografou (Athens Prefecture), a suburb in the eastern part of the capital city of Athens, and its metropolitan region (AMA). The western part of Zografou city is attached to the central area of Athens (5 km from Athens city centre) and is surrounded to the north, east and south by natural open spaces dealt within the present project such as Hymmetus Mountain and mixed natural/human environments such as Parks and the University campus. The Hymettus Ring, which is part of the Attiki Odos private superhighway network, separates the city of Zografou from Hymettus Mountain.
Historically Zografou was made up of farmland and some forests dominated the area. In the mid-20th century, suburban housing developments from Athens spread and eliminated the farmland, leaving an empty space in the northeast. The forests, consisting of pines, are situated in the south, southeast and east, and a small park lies to the north, now occupied by corporate buildings. Much of the municipality was covered by grassland and rocks which are part of the Hymettus range.
Nowadays the City of Zografou is one of the main Municipalities of Athens, consisting of 80,000 inhabitants and covering a surface area of 210 hectares of urban built-up areas and 240 hectares of suburban green areas. In spite of the significant amount of green areas on the outskirts of the city, the Municipality of Zografou is a high-density populated area with built-up residential, commercial and service uses. Apart from the above-mentioned large open areas, green structures such as neighbourhood parks, green spaces along streets and in courtyards, trees and avenues are insufficient. Small areas inside the city and the distribution of open space in the urban area is limited.
Contact Details
Julia Georgi, External Consultant
jgeorgi@tee.gr
0030 6944373022
www.zografou.gr
 
Policy and Regulatory Issues
Key Points 
1- Legal acknowledgment of periurban parks is an important step towards simplifying the process of policy and regulatory development for periurban parks.
Even when the national and local structures do not currently allow for this legislation development, entities creating and managing periurban parks should keep this concept in mind and should continuously search for opportunities to influence policy development. They should take a pro-active role in demanding that these areas are recognised as individual, unique spaces that require equally individual and unique legislation.The regional level appears to be the most suitable level to begin this process.
2 - It is essential to integrate policies and planning tools for periurban parks into mainstream planning practices and policies for local development.
These policies should go beyond the traditional urban-rural planning divide, which has been unable to stop the loss of green areas for development in urbanising Europe, and instead focus on this area as an interface. Strategic spatial planning in periurban areas can interconnect plan-making, decision-making and implementation, resulting in a more coherent and coordinated long-term spatial logic for land use, based on a more process-oriented, socially-inclusive, multi-level and multi-sector approach.
3 - Effective inter-institutional governance can be assured by the creation of voluntary management partnerships.Such partnerships, grouping all necessary public and private stakeholders, perform a strategic role in setting out and implementing the goals and activities of the periurban park on the basis of relative policy and regulations. The institutional partnership can help to overcome institutional bottlenecks caused by lack of effective communication and coordination, and resultant slowing down of the decision making and management process.
GOOD PRACTICES: The periurban park as a recognised tool in national and  regional laws
 
Region of Lombardy - The regional law classifies regional parks into 5 different categories: River Parks, Farm Parks, Forest Parks, Mountain Parks and also into Urban Belt Parks. The regional law recognising the Urban Belt Park was passed in 1986.
The law defines Urban Belt Parks as areas of strategic importance for the ecological balance of metropolitan areas, for the protection of and the environmental-landscape recovery in areas which link the town and the countryside, for the connection of areas outside urban green systems and for recreation and leisure activities through better landscape management, with particular regard to the continuation and strengthening of farm-forest-cultivation activities.
 
Region of Andalusia  - Act 2 / 1989 of 18 July regulates the approval of the Protected Natural Areas Inventory of Andalusia and establishes additional measures for their protection. This law includes Periurban Parks within the system of protected natural areas as a newly created concept, as it was not covered by the basic laws of the State, representing the first record of its application as a specific kind of protection in Spain.
OBSTACLE: Lack of legal acknowledgment	

GOOD PRACTICES: The periurban park as a recognised tool in national and  regional laws
 
Region of Lombardy - The regional law classifies regional parks into 5 different categories: River Parks, Farm Parks, Forest Parks, Mountain Parks and also into Urban Belt Parks. The regional law recognising the Urban Belt Park was passed in 1986.
The law defines Urban Belt Parks as areas of strategic importance for the ecological balance of metropolitan areas, for the protection of and the environmental-landscape recovery in areas which link the town and the countryside, for the connection of areas outside urban green systems and for recreation and leisure activities through better landscape management, with particular regard to the continuation and strengthening of farm-forest-cultivation activities.
 
Region of Andalusia  - Act 2 / 1989 of 18 July regulates the approval of the Protected Natural Areas Inventory of Andalusia and establishes additional measures for their protection. This law includes Periurban Parks within the system of protected natural areas as a newly created concept, as it was not covered by the basic laws of the State, representing the first record of its application as a specific kind of protection in Spain.
OBSTACLE: Lack of Comprehensive and Integrated Planning
GOOD PRACTICES: The integration of planning and policies in the framework of a coordination structure 
Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - following a long period of policy development, based on the specific characteristics of the area, in September 2002, Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created the “Metropolitan Natural Space, landscape valorisation” committee in order to set up a framework connecting large green areas (existing or to be created), with a real environmental and social interest. Local councils were invited to entrust these areas to the Lille Metropolitan Urban Community. The Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created an administrative unit named “Joint Syndicate Lille Metropolitan Natural Space” in order to manage these areas. This Joint Syndicate brought together 40 local councils on a voluntary basis.   ·	Seine-Saint-Denis  - the Georges Valbon Park is managed by an Office which belongs to the General Council Management of Green Spaces. In 2005, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created the Department Urban Biodiversity Observatory (UBDO). The creation of this body, unique in France, resulted from the will of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis and its numerous partners (institutional, associative and of research) to develop (citizens' involvement in) participatory projects in the fields of biodiversity promotion and conservation. A charter defines the mission, the organisation and the functioning of the observatory, as well as the rules regulating data access rights. It consists of three entities: -	The scientific Committee, chaired by the National Museum of Natural History, with 11 experts.  -	The Steering Committee, opened to the professionals such as the administrators of natural spaces, naturalists associations, scientific bodies, the planners and the operators of the territory. Today, this committee has 80 members and among them 33 signatories. -	The coordinating Structure, managed by the Department for Nature, Landscapes and Biodiversity of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (4 people). The Observatory coordinates a collective naturalistic database. Its objectives are :  -	to collect all the scientific data available on the territory (flora, insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, mushrooms…), both in parks and cities; -	to supply decision-makers with these data so as to inform them about the consideration of fauna and flora in their development projects. Several monitoring protocols and inventories were also set up in 8 parks managed by the General Council, through partnerships with public institutions (National Museum of Natural History, National botanical Academy) and associations (BirdLife…), in order to improve the knowledge of these "green core" of the territory. Good biodiversity knowledge on Periurban parks allows to draw management strategies according to ecological matters, and to assess the impact of management measures so as to ensure continuous improvement.  ·	Vitosha Nature Park - There is a specialised structure, namely Vitosha Nature Park Directorate, established in 1998, which is responsible for the implementation of the park's Management Plan,  activities on conservation and restoration of the biological and landscape diversity, tourism and recreation, research, educational programmes, public awareness activities; establishing information and visitors centres; maintaining an archive and database for the park territory. The Directorate ensures continuity, specialized approach and effectiveness of the management and control over the territory. Vitosha NP Directorate also coordinates the various institutions and stakeholders which have responsibilities (or rights stemming from the ownership of lands, forests and properties) with regard to the park territories, e.g. the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Waters responsible for the two reserves, subdivisions of the Executive Forest Agency, responsible for the management of the state forests, municipal administrations  - owners of lands and forests, etc. ( To better explain: The Ministry of Environment and Water through its subdivisions  - the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) performs the management, assigns the activities regarding the maintaining and restoration, the guarding control and the control in the forests, lands and water bodies within the protected areas  - exclusive state property, e.g. the two reserves (Bistrishko Branishte and Torfeno Branishte) falling within the territory of Vitosha Nature Park.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF), as well as the physical and juridical persons and the municipalities  -owners of forests and lands within Vitosha NP, apart from the ones that are exclusive state property, carry out their management and guarding control according to the decrees of the Protection Areas Act, The Forestry Act and other specialized legislation documents. The management of the state forests is implemented by the Executive Forest Agency and its subdivisions (state forest and hunting enterprises). The management of the municipal and the private forests is implemented by their owners according the management projects, plans and programmes, which are approved by MoEW and MAF, respectively their regional subdivisions. The management of the agricultural lands is implemented by their owners following the decrees of the Protected Areas Act and the Park Management Plans. The coordination of all these structures, as well as the implementation of the Management Plan of the Park is being done by the Vitosha Nature Park Directorate.)
OBSTACLE: Difficulties in Multi Level / Multi Sector Governance
GOOD PRACTICES: Mechanisms for effective coordination between policies/planning aims and park development
 
·         Region of Andalusia, Institutional Agreements - in some cases the Ministry of Environment has signed cooperation agreements with city councils in order to delegate part of the responsibility of management. Usually these agreements commit the Ministry of Environment to draft the adaptation projects that concern the provision of public, recreational and environmental education facilities, of signalling and of corresponding environmental works. The commitment on behalf of the local Administration is to carry out the maintenance of the installation and equipment of the park, waste management and surveillance services as well designing and creating environmental education programmes. While the signing of agreements is not by itself a guarantee of effective management for these areas, this formula can and must improve both its content and operating procedures. It ensures stronger commitment from each administration in maintaining and upgrading equipment and conducting an effective monitoring of each of these spaces.
·         City of Kosice, Sector based agency  - The territory of the periurban Forest Park, which covers an area of 4573 ha is managed by the company Urban Forests Košice SpA, whose sole shareholder is the city of Košice.
Land administration is carried out under the lease contract, which stipulates the obligations of a proper manager and professional forest manager in accordance with applicable legislation. The enterprise currently has a total of 54 employees including the management of Forest Park where 2 employees  are involved as full-time and 8 as part-time workers.
(see also, public/private agency of Lille Metropole, described above)
·         Aberdeen City Council, Policy making on the basis of specific environmental and urban strategies - Aberdeen City  Council has and continues to develop strong environmental policy for both the City as a whole and its organisational requirements. Through partnerships such as the Dee Catchment Plan, the North East of Scotland Local Biodiversity Action Plan, North East of Scotland Biological Records Partnership (NESBRec), Strategic Development Partnership and its own Draft Local Development Plan, it aims to ensure a green environment is part of its Master Planning and development processes.
·         Vitosha Nature Park, Zoning - Zoning of the park's territory is made according to the norms of the Protected Areas Act, as well as the IUCN principles of categorisation and is described in details in the Management Plan of Vitosha Nature Park. The existing zoning of Vitosha Nature Park considers the inter-relation between nature and people and reflects the objectives for protection, maintenance and development of periurban areas possessing high aesthetic, ecological and cultural values in combination with rich biological diversity. 
The major motives for the establishment of existing zones of Votosha NP are the following:
-         Existence of different categories protected areas within the borders of the park with strict regime of protection. These areas form the zone of most strict regime of protection (Zone A);
-         Within the park boundaries there are restrictions and bans for certain activities and uses stemming from the Bulgarian legislation  - Law on Protected Areas, Low on biological diversity, Forest Law, etc. These areas are in the basis of the zone with territories with limited management of the environment (Zone B);
-         The permission regimes set out in the legislative acts mentioned above motivate the establishment of the third zone consisting of territories of active management of the environment (Zone C).
For each zone and sub-zone of the park specific regimes and norms are designed. These are structured into three groups and concern the activities within the park:  encouragement, allowed and prohibited.
OBSTACLE: Difficulties in Multi Level / Multi Sector Governance
Management Aspects
 Key Points
1 - An independent management structure is the most effective at coordinating and implementation issues related to the periurban park
An independent management structure would not only to be in charge of daily activities of park maintenance, but also of long term planning coordination and implementation. 
The structure would ensure effective interaction between plans, policies, projects and action in the field. Among its competencies, the structure would focus on integrating the park into local development strategies and enhancing social awareness about the values and heritage of the park and its role as tool for sustainable local development.
The structure should define inter-institutional agreements with all related stakeholders, specifying reciprocal duties, commitments and a system of land use. 
2 - A long term, jointly agreed management strategy is a pre-requisite for successful park management
A management strategy can take many forms, either building on existing tools (e.g. Environmental Management Plans) or being developed ad-hoc. In all cases, it must be integrated with a clear and shared analysis of the issues and functions of the park and the main goals and actions to pursue.
Moreover, the plan must be developed in coordination with all interested actors (public and private), to ensure that they are aware of the proposal being made and can influence them at the design stage. Though this takes time, it helps to avoid conflicts further down the line.
Management strategies should include a system for monitoring and evaluating park management structures, in the context of continuous learning and improvement.
OBSTACLE: Lack of coordination between different departments and stakeholders
 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - following a long period of policy development, based on the specific characteristics of the area, in September 2002, Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created the “Metropolitan Natural Space, landscape valorisation” committee in order to set up a framework connecting large green areas (existing or to be created), with a real environmental and social interest. Local councils were invited to entrust these areas to the Lille Metropolitan Urban Community. The Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created an administrative unit named “Joint Syndicate Lille Metropolitan Natural Space” in order to manage these areas. This Joint Syndicate brought together 40 local councils on a voluntary basis. 
·         ·         Seine-Saint-Denis  - the Georges Valbon Park is managed by an Office which belongs to the General Council Management of Green Spaces. In 2005, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created the Department Urban Biodiversity Observatory (UBDO). The creation of this body, unique in France, resulted from the will of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis and its numerous partners (institutional, associative and of research) to develop (citizens' involvement in) participatory projects in the fields of biodiversity promotion and conservation.
A charter defines the mission, the organisation and the functioning of the observatory, as well as the rules regulating data access rights. It consists of three entities:
-         The scientific Committee, chaired by the National Museum of Natural History, with 11 experts. 
-         The Steering Committee, opened to the professionals such as the administrators of natural spaces, naturalists associations, scientific bodies, the planners and the operators of the territory. Today, this committee has 80 members and among them 33 signatories.
-         The coordinating Structure, managed by the Department for Nature, Landscapes and Biodiversity of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (4 people).
The Observatory coordinates a collective naturalistic database. Its objectives are : 
-         to collect all the scientific data available on the territory (flora, insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, mushrooms…), both in parks and cities;
-         to supply decision-makers with these data so as to inform them about the consideration of fauna and flora in their development projects.
Several monitoring protocols and inventories were also set up in 8 parks managed by the General Council, through partnerships with public institutions (National Museum of Natural History, National botanical Academy) and associations (BirdLife…), in order to improve the knowledge of these "green core" of the territory.
Good biodiversity knowledge on Periurban parks allows to draw management strategies according to ecological matters, and to assess the impact of management measures so as to ensure continuous improvement.
 
·         Vitosha Nature Park - There is a specialised structure, namely Vitosha Nature Park Directorate, established in 1998, which is responsible for the implementation of the park's Management Plan,  activities on conservation and restoration of the biological and landscape diversity, tourism and recreation, research, educational programmes, public awareness activities; establishing information and visitors centres; maintaining an archive and database for the park territory. The Directorate ensures continuity, specialized approach and effectiveness of the management and control over the territory. Vitosha NP Directorate also coordinates the various institutions and stakeholders which have responsibilities (or rights stemming from the ownership of lands, forests and properties) with regard to the park territories, e.g. the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Waters responsible for the two reserves, subdivisions of the Executive Forest Agency, responsible for the management of the state forests, municipal administrations  - owners of lands and forests, etc. ( To better explain: The Ministry of Environment and Water through its subdivisions  - the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) performs the management, assigns the activities regarding the maintaining and restoration, the guarding control and the control in the forests, lands and water bodies within the protected areas  - exclusive state property, e.g. the two reserves (Bistrishko Branishte and Torfeno Branishte) falling within the territory of Vitosha Nature Park.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF), as well as the physical and juridical persons and the municipalities  -owners of forests and lands within Vitosha NP, apart from the ones that are exclusive state property, carry out their management and guarding control according to the decrees of the Protection Areas Act, The Forestry Act and other specialized legislation documents. The management of the state forests is implemented by the Executive Forest Agency and its subdivisions (state forest and hunting enterprises). The management of the municipal and the private forests is implemented by their owners according the management projects, plans and programmes, which are approved by MoEW and MAF, respectively their regional subdivisions. The management of the agricultural lands is implemented by their owners following the decrees of the Protected Areas Act and the Park Management Plans. The coordination of all these structures, as well as the implementation of the Management Plan of the Park is being done by the Vitosha Nature Park Directorate.)
 
 
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of specific park management structure
 
·         Tuscany Parco della Piana - The planning process initiated by the Tuscany Region for the creation of the Parco della Piana has two main operational tracks. The first is the most technical and institutional coordination and consultation between regions, provinces and local councils affected by the project. The second one places and finalises this process, the definition and recognition of the Parco della Piana in the Regional Territorial Plan (PIT) through a specific variation act.
This is to facilitate a more binding and effective planning process and to support the strategic value of the park in the framework of regional sector based policies.
The definition of the detailed planning tool, the governance and management of the park , will be tackled in a study phase of post-approval of the variation act. This, since its approval, will allow the necessary adjustments to provincial and local council planning tools and, thus, will define additional safeguards and local measures in support of the park.
OBSTACLE: Lack of coordination between different departments and stakeholders
GOOD PRACTICES: Joint involvement of institutional (and social) stakeholders 
OBSTACLE: Conflicting priorities and pressures 	

 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - following a long period of policy development, based on the specific characteristics of the area, in September 2002, Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created the “Metropolitan Natural Space, landscape valorisation” committee in order to set up a framework connecting large green areas (existing or to be created), with a real environmental and social interest. Local councils were invited to entrust these areas to the Lille Metropolitan Urban Community. The Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created an administrative unit named “Joint Syndicate Lille Metropolitan Natural Space” in order to manage these areas. This Joint Syndicate brought together 40 local councils on a voluntary basis. 
·         ·         Seine-Saint-Denis  - the Georges Valbon Park is managed by an Office which belongs to the General Council Management of Green Spaces. In 2005, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created the Department Urban Biodiversity Observatory (UBDO). The creation of this body, unique in France, resulted from the will of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis and its numerous partners (institutional, associative and of research) to develop (citizens' involvement in) participatory projects in the fields of biodiversity promotion and conservation.
A charter defines the mission, the organisation and the functioning of the observatory, as well as the rules regulating data access rights. It consists of three entities:
-         The scientific Committee, chaired by the National Museum of Natural History, with 11 experts. 
-         The Steering Committee, opened to the professionals such as the administrators of natural spaces, naturalists associations, scientific bodies, the planners and the operators of the territory. Today, this committee has 80 members and among them 33 signatories.
-         The coordinating Structure, managed by the Department for Nature, Landscapes and Biodiversity of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (4 people).
The Observatory coordinates a collective naturalistic database. Its objectives are : 
-         to collect all the scientific data available on the territory (flora, insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, mushrooms…), both in parks and cities;
-         to supply decision-makers with these data so as to inform them about the consideration of fauna and flora in their development projects.
Several monitoring protocols and inventories were also set up in 8 parks managed by the General Council, through partnerships with public institutions (National Museum of Natural History, National botanical Academy) and associations (BirdLife…), in order to improve the knowledge of these "green core" of the territory.
Good biodiversity knowledge on Periurban parks allows to draw management strategies according to ecological matters, and to assess the impact of management measures so as to ensure continuous improvement.
 ·         Vitosha Nature Park - There is a specialised structure, namely Vitosha Nature Park Directorate, established in 1998, which is responsible for the implementation of the park's Management Plan,  activities on conservation and restoration of the biological and landscape diversity, tourism and recreation, research, educational programmes, public awareness activities; establishing information and visitors centres; maintaining an archive and database for the park territory. The Directorate ensures continuity, specialized approach and effectiveness of the management and control over the territory. Vitosha NP Directorate also coordinates the various institutions and stakeholders which have responsibilities (or rights stemming from the ownership of lands, forests and properties) with regard to the park territories, e.g. the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Waters responsible for the two reserves, subdivisions of the Executive Forest Agency, responsible for the management of the state forests, municipal administrations  - owners of lands and forests, etc. ( To better explain: The Ministry of Environment and Water through its subdivisions  - the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) performs the management, assigns the activities regarding the maintaining and restoration, the guarding control and the control in the forests, lands and water bodies within the protected areas  - exclusive state property, e.g. the two reserves (Bistrishko Branishte and Torfeno Branishte) falling within the territory of Vitosha Nature Park.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF), as well as the physical and juridical persons and the municipalities  -owners of forests and lands within Vitosha NP, apart from the ones that are exclusive state property, carry out their management and guarding control according to the decrees of the Protection Areas Act, The Forestry Act and other specialized legislation documents. The management of the state forests is implemented by the Executive Forest Agency and its subdivisions (state forest and hunting enterprises). The management of the municipal and the private forests is implemented by their owners according the management projects, plans and programmes, which are approved by MoEW and MAF, respectively their regional subdivisions. The management of the agricultural lands is implemented by their owners following the decrees of the Protected Areas Act and the Park Management Plans. The coordination of all these structures, as well as the implementation of the Management Plan of the Park is being done by the Vitosha Nature Park Directorate.
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of specific park management structure
OBSTACLE: Difficulty in defining and implementing management structures that balance park functions / Lack of recognition of the park as an independent entity
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - following a long period of policy development, based on the specific characteristics of the area, in September 2002, Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created the “Metropolitan Natural Space, landscape valorisation” committee in order to set up a framework connecting large green areas (existing or to be created), with a real environmental and social interest. Local councils were invited to entrust these areas to the Lille Metropolitan Urban Community. The Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created an administrative unit named “Joint Syndicate Lille Metropolitan Natural Space” in order to manage these areas. This Joint Syndicate brought together 40 local councils on a voluntary basis. 
·         Seine-Saint-Denis  - the Georges Valbon Park is managed by an Office which belongs to the General Council Management of Green Spaces. In 2005, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created the Department Urban Biodiversity Observatory (UBDO). The creation of this body, unique in France, resulted from the will of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis and its numerous partners (institutional, associative and of research) to develop (citizens' involvement in) participatory projects in the fields of biodiversity promotion and conservation.
A charter defines the mission, the organisation and the functioning of the observatory, as well as the rules regulating data access rights. It consists of three entities:
-         The scientific Committee, chaired by the National Museum of Natural History, with 11 experts. 
-         The Steering Committee, opened to the professionals such as the administrators of natural spaces, naturalists associations, scientific bodies, the planners and the operators of the territory. Today, this committee has 80 members and among them 33 signatories.
-         The coordinating Structure, managed by the Department for Nature, Landscapes and Biodiversity of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (4 people).
The Observatory coordinates a collective naturalistic database. Its objectives are : 
-         to collect all the scientific data available on the territory (flora, insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, mushrooms…), both in parks and cities;
-         to supply decision-makers with these data so as to inform them about the consideration of fauna and flora in their development projects.
Several monitoring protocols and inventories were also set up in 8 parks managed by the General Council, through partnerships with public institutions (National Museum of Natural History, National botanical Academy) and associations (BirdLife…), in order to improve the knowledge of these "green core" of the territory.
Good biodiversity knowledge on Periurban parks allows to draw management strategies according to ecological matters, and to assess the impact of management measures so as to ensure continuous improvement.
 Vitosha Nature Park - There is a specialised structure, namely Vitosha Nature Park Directorate, established in 1998, which is responsible for the implementation of the park's Management Plan,  activities on conservation and restoration of the biological and landscape diversity, tourism and recreation, research, educational programmes, public awareness activities; establishing information and visitors centres; maintaining an archive and database for the park territory. The Directorate ensures continuity, specialized approach and effectiveness of the management and control over the territory. Vitosha NP Directorate also coordinates the various institutions and stakeholders which have responsibilities (or rights stemming from the ownership of lands, forests and properties) with regard to the park territories, e.g. the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Waters responsible for the two reserves, subdivisions of the Executive Forest Agency, responsible for the management of the state forests, municipal administrations  - owners of lands and forests, etc. ( To better explain: The Ministry of Environment and Water through its subdivisions  - the Regional Inspectorates of Environment and Water (RIEW) performs the management, assigns the activities regarding the maintaining and restoration, the guarding control and the control in the forests, lands and water bodies within the protected areas  - exclusive state property, e.g. the two reserves (Bistrishko Branishte and Torfeno Branishte) falling within the territory of Vitosha Nature Park.  The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MAF), as well as the physical and juridical persons and the municipalities  -owners of forests and lands within Vitosha NP, apart from the ones that are exclusive state property, carry out their management and guarding control according to the decrees of the Protection Areas Act, The Forestry Act and other specialized legislation documents. The management of the state forests is implemented by the Executive Forest Agency and its subdivisions (state forest and hunting enterprises). The management of the municipal and the private forests is implemented by their owners according the management projects, plans and programmes, which are approved by MoEW and MAF, respectively their regional subdivisions. The management of the agricultural lands is implemented by their owners following the decrees of the Protected Areas Act and the Park Management Plans. The coordination of all these structures, as well as the implementation of the Management Plan of the Park is being done by the Vitosha Nature Park Directorate.)
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of specific park management structure
 
 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - given the numerous uses of the periurban parks, User councils have been established. At least twice a year, these councils bring together all representatives of associations and unions, which use the managed areas. The territories are divided into four sectors to be closer to citizens and to dialogue with their representatives when starting new projects or important management acts like trees cutting down, marshes restoring, etc. These communication tools help to prevent many local conflicts and to bring together associations and citizens. 
Once a year all the advisory boards of local users are gathered in an assembly to highlight and evolve one subject. For example, the assembly is developing a charter of good practice for cyclists. 
 
GOOD PRACTICES: Joint Involvement of institutional stakeholders and social actors 
OBSTACLE: Difficulty in defining and implementing management structures that balance park functions / Lack of recognition of the park as an independent entity
OBSTACLE: Lack of long term strategies	

 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - following a long period of policy development, based on the specific characteristics of the area, in September 2002, Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created the “Metropolitan Natural Space, landscape valorisation” committee in order to set up a framework connecting large green areas (existing or to be created), with a real environmental and social interest. Local councils were invited to entrust these areas to the Lille Metropolitan Urban Community. The Lille Metropolitan Urban Community created an administrative unit named “Joint Syndicate Lille Metropolitan Natural Space” in order to manage these areas. This Joint Syndicate brought together 40 local councils on a voluntary basis. 
·         Seine-Saint-Denis  - the Georges Valbon Park is managed by an Office which belongs to the General Council Management of Green Spaces. In 2005, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created the Department Urban Biodiversity Observatory (UBDO). The creation of this body, unique in France, resulted from the will of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis and its numerous partners (institutional, associative and of research) to develop (citizens' involvement in) participatory projects in the fields of biodiversity promotion and conservation.
A charter defines the mission, the organisation and the functioning of the observatory, as well as the rules regulating data access rights. It consists of three entities:
-         The scientific Committee, chaired by the National Museum of Natural History, with 11 experts. 
-         The Steering Committee, opened to the professionals such as the administrators of natural spaces, naturalists associations, scientific bodies, the planners and the operators of the territory. Today, this committee has 80 members and among them 33 signatories.
-         The coordinating Structure, managed by the Department for Nature, Landscapes and Biodiversity of the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis (4 people).
The Observatory coordinates a collective naturalistic database. Its objectives are : 
-         to collect all the scientific data available on the territory (flora, insects, birds, reptiles, amphibians, mammals, mushrooms…), both in parks and cities;
-         to supply decision-makers with these data so as to inform them about the consideration of fauna and flora in their development projects.
Several monitoring protocols and inventories were also set up in 8 parks managed by the General Council, through partnerships with public institutions (National Museum of Natural History, National botanical Academy) and associations (BirdLife…), in order to improve the knowledge of these "green core" of the territory.
Good biodiversity knowledge on Periurban parks allows to draw management strategies according to ecological matters, and to assess the impact of management measures so as to ensure continuous improvement.
 
 
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of specific park management structure	

 
·         Vitosha Nature Park, Management Plan: The development of this obligatory according to Bulgarian legislation plan contributed contributed for the identification and effective management of the problems related to the nature and environmental protection. The MP also compensates the lack of some other plans, necessary for the management of the territory (e.g. general development plans of Pernik, Radomir and Samokov municipalities). The Park Management Plan covers a period of 10 years and stipulates: (i) The management goals for the particular territory;(ii) Norms, regimes, conditions or recommendations for implementation of activities within forests, lands and water bodies, development of infrastructure and construction works, organization of the management, etc for achieving the goals set out; (iii) Short-term and long-term programmes for activities, related to scientific researches and monitoring of the components of environment, maintenance of protected species, plant communities and habitats, environmental education, management of tourist flow, etc. The biggest strengths of having a management plan are the following: ( 1) MP is a legally binding document. [It is approved by the Council of Ministers]; (2) Zoning of the territory allows for clear setting of regimes and measures; (3) Provides forecast of financial resources needed (for the management of the park); (4) Allows for and encourages participation of various stakeholders during the planning process and afterwards; (5) Provides mechanisms for coordination and participation of interested stakeholders; (6) Conservative approach regarding any changes in the management regimes.
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: Since 2006, 7 parks managed by the General Council and 8 parks or forests managed by the Cities of Seine-Saint-Denis, have had a Natura 2000 status (Birds Directive). At the beginning of 2011, the site document of objectives (DOCOB) was completed, draw up a concerted action strategy for these natural spaces, which are highly frequented (an estimated 8 million visitors for a total surface of 1 100 ha). The implementation of the action plan, coordinated by the General Council, allows starting a collective work for a better management of the natural habitats of the territory.
Furthermore, one of the actions is the implementation of management plans in the 15 parks and forests of the Natura 2000 site. In 2011, the General Council drafted a “Guidance for elaboration of management plans in Seine-Saint-Denis" so as to put forward the implementation of a common method for the whole Natura 2000 site.
The drafting of management plans for General Council's parks requires an important work of diagnosis, so as to be able to plan out goals and actions over 10 years. The drafting of management plans, carried out with the support of an engineering consulting firm specialized in ecology, is a work which requires on average 9 months to 1 year by park, including several stages of dialogue within the "Elaboration Committee", which associate various institutional, scientific and non profit partner organisations.
These management plans will contribute to the improvement of the management methods of the natural habitats, to the optimisation of the planning of interventions, and to a better cohabitation between people and nature.  
 
OBSTACLE: Lack of long term strategies	

GOOD PRACTICES: Planning for future development 
OBSTACLE: Lack of long term strategies	

GOOD PRACTICE: Monitoring and follow up
 Region of Lombardy: The Regional Government has activated an integrated environmental monitoring system, including a computerised system for data acquisition and processing. This system has been included in the 86/83 legislative change with the introduction of a Regional Plan of Protected Areas, which will be able to identify those operational management objectives at the regional level to influence the policy of each park. They were identified as other possible indicators of the various natural areas to be considered in the planning of actions In general, good knowledge sharing that occurs within the Park System, including the periurban parks, allow the implementation of policies for nature conservation by strengthening the role of individual managers in the local institutions and supra-municipal and facilitating identification of new forms of territorial governance.
Environmental Aspects
Key Points
1 - The periurban park must be part of an wider ecological network
The periurban park's role in terms of environmental protection can only be successful if it is part of the urban eco-system, in other words as part of the flow of materials and energy that crosses the city and its surrounding areas. The park must form part of a wider territorial environmental system, made up of protected areas and of other territorial elements with natural and/or environmental value. This could include, for example, water networks, pathways and agricultural, planted or forested areas.
2 - Knowledge of the park and it surrounding area is a prerequisite for environmental protection
In order to fully exploit the park's environmental protection function, park management structures must know their park area and their surrounding territory in depth. This knowledge can be gained thorough studies, analysis and / or stakeholder involvement. It should be gathered before the park is created and at regular intervals from then onwards. On the basis of this knowledge, managers can make decisions on environmental priorities and environmental restoration within the park itself.
3 - The various ecological and land use features of the periurban park should be seen as an added value
Periurban Parks can encompass various levels of natural, environmental and landscape protection and value. This is an added value, not a limitation, but it requires significant work in ensuring that activities are orientated towards overall sustainable use and improvement of the environmental and landscape resources (e.g. organic agriculture, hedge reconstruction, planting, breeding and protection of endogenous species, volunteering).
 
OBSTACLE: Urban sprawl         
 
·         ·         Seine-Saint-Denis: To improve the urban insertion of Georges Valbon Park into the very urban context that surrounds the green space, the “Greater Paris” project suggests a penetration of urbanisation into the park. The General Council's vision is the opposite, they would rather wish to allow the penetration of the "green" into the city. To this end, the council is working on a vision that relies on the existing park to act on the urban fabric around it. This would include: the integration of plant life into the city; the valuation of the border effect and the improvement of the borders; the upgrading of the existing urban fabric; the improvement of the ecological assets, and the connection of the green spaces between them.
The General Council launched in 2009 the creation of the "Parkway ", a pedestrian and cycle path of more than 70 km, connecting the main green and natural spaces of the territory.
The Path of Parks seeks to achieve several goals :
-         Social: to provide the inhabitants with other forms of sustainable transport facilities (pedestrian, cycle) , and make the big green and natural spaces of the territory more accessible.
-         Landscaped: to provide users with pleasant paths, and preserve a certain physical and aesthetic continuity between the green spaces.
-         Ecological: maintain, improve or create local ecological corridors and enhance the development of the fauna and the flora.
 
·         Silesia Metropolis: Within the Silesia Metropolis, an evaluation of ecological functions of the whole territory and of specific areas (ecological corridors, wildlife areas, protected areas, nesting and rearing areas, etc) has been undertaken. Among the results, was the establishment of the Forest Protective Belt around the Upper Silesia Industrial District and of the Ecological System of Protected Areas in the local planning document. It embraced the existing and designed natural grounds to create the continuous natural system. Generally, the Project area is a part of that system. 
Region of Andalusia: The Protected Natural Areas Network of Andalusia (RENPA) is an integrated and unified system, which includes all the  natural areas located in Andalusia that account for special protection. Among the main objectives of the network are the protection and conservation of ecosystems, communities, geological or biological elements or other very important natural components, particularly in Sites and Reserves and the .accessibility of these areas to their local populations so they may value the natural resources by programming interpretive, educational, participatory, recreational activities and allow them to enjoy public facilities and equipments.
GOOD PRACTICES: Ecological connections between the parks and environmental areas: the park as green infrastructure
OBSTACLE: Overuse of natural areas         
  
·         Danube-Ipoly National Park: Covering 10,498 hectares of mountainous landscape, the Buda Hills Landscape Protection Area surrounds Budapest from the north-west and at many points it deeply stretches into the city. It has been protected since 1978 due to the unique botanical, zoological and geological assets of these mostly wooded mountains. The other main reason of the protection is keeping the complex landscape of forests and grasslands intact and preserving this huge green belt next to Budapest that functions as the lung of the capital, by preventing any constructions in the area. Since 2044 this has also been a Natura 2000 site as Special Areas of Conservation.
·         Vitosha Nature Park: The entire territory of the park is part of the European ecological network NATURA 2000. The main purpose of the whole park's territory is protected area and the secondary purpose is related to the forestry and agricultural use of the lands as well as areas with conservation purpose. The conservation areas include two Reserves: Bistrishko Branishte (1061.6ha) and Torfeno Branishte (784.1ha). Forest areas cover 79.5% of the park's territory, with pre-dominance of natural stands and proportion of broadleaved to coniferous 60:40%, respectively. The rest of the park is agricultural lands, which are used only as pastures and not for agricultural production. The only exception in that case is the agricultural land around Yarlovo and Kladnitza villages  - about 1000 ha used as (corn) fields.
·         Monsanto Lisbon: Monsanto Forest Park is a protected forest in Lisbon. It offers a well diversified tree-covered area to the Portuguese capital. It is particularly important to note that this area went through a long, and successful period of reforestation. The function of the park was clearly established at its creation in 1934, while ensuring better health of the air from Lisbon. The Monsanto hills, at the time, had a unattractive look without a single tree , and that the Lisbon urban core was unprotected from the northern winds and dry air appeared to be a constant. Following a massive reforestation of about 1,000 ha, achieved in record time (1941-1945) this area would eventually earn the nickname  - in a city without large green areas - "the Lisbon's lung." A large number of species were introduced in Serra de Monsanto (Monsanto Hills) during the reforesting period. The Ecological Park, residing inside the Forest Park, has a perimeter of 4 kilometres and a total area of 50 hectares.
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: To protect natural habitats or educational structures from the negative impacts of attendance (noise, standing about, dogs, damages), certain sectors of parks are inaccessible to the public.  For instance, the “central meadow” of the Haute-Ile park (a sector of 20 ha) is enclosed since to the implementation of a management by eco-pasture. The paths were then organized so as to by-pass this sector.
In more highly frequented parks, the presence of enclosed sectors and access restriction measures are sometimes badly received among visitors. Other techniques are then set up. For example, in Georges Valbon park, the “Fogs Lake” area is very rich in birds, thanks to the presence of reed beds.
The Little Bittern (Ixobrychus minutus), a very rare and threatened species, nests there regularly. This sector is visited by walkers and fishermen, who sometimes come in reed beds, putting in danger the nests.
The park team plans to prevent the public and dogs from accessing to the lakes by digging a ditch behind the reed beds, by taking away banks, and by settling 2 look-out posts with birds so as to attract visitors to the least fragile areas. Educational panels will raise public awareness about the birds and the means to protect them.
 
 
 
GOOD PRACTICE: Know your park's environmental characteristics:
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: The local council has undertaken a series of evaluations of the environmental challenges and of the level of vulnerability (fragmentation, human pressure, genetic erosion) in the park area.
In Seine-Saint-Denis, townscape conceals eco-landscaped elements that birds can use to move around: parks and gardens, fallow lands, suburban gardens, abandoned by road and railroad infrastructures, etc. A study, undertaken in 2008, followed the actual movement of two common bird species in urban areas. This study brought to light the existence of a heterogeneous permeability of the urban environment in Seine-Saint-Denis, which seems to increase according to a gradient of "green" for both studied species. Another study is in progress, to estimate the state of the current networks of wooded and herbaceous natural spaces of Seine-Saint-Denis for plants and birds.
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of protected areas, with controlled or prohibited human presence:
 
OBSTACLE: Overuse of natural areas         
 
·         Aberdeen  - Aberdeen City's publicly owned natural sites are maintained and protected by a team of Countryside Rangers, who are supported in their work by different groups of volunteers. The Council has a network of core paths that benefits both local people and visitors to Aberdeen as it provides a framework of routes for recreation and for travel. Much of the development of the city's core paths has been assisted by volunteer groups such as those led by Aberdeen Greenspace Trust Limited and the Council's Ranger Service. Aberdeen Greenspace was established in 1997 and works with individuals and groups in order to improve the city's greenspaces. Both Aberdeen Greenspace and the Countryside Rangers have worked with a variety of groups (eg companies and community groups) to connect core paths, improve the environment and enable civic pride.
·         Regional Government of Lombardy - The Voluntary Service for Ecological Vigilance was set up by the Lombardy Region in 1980 and is regulated by Law R. 9 / 2005. Voluntary Ecological Guards (GEV) make available to the public, completely free of charge, part of their leisure time in measures of environmental protection, information, prevention and supervision. 
To become a full-GEV is necessary to follow a training course organized by the Park and apprenticeship, after which take and pass an aptitude test before a board of examiners appointed by the Region. Subsequently obtained permission to carry out surveillance activities by the Prefect and the act of appointment to the Ecological Police with powers of investigation of administrative offenses by the President of the Regional Council or the Province, the GEV is sworn before the magistrate or the Mayor.
OBSTACLE: Overuse of natural areas         
GOOD PRACTICES: Volunteering to protect sites of environmental interest:
OBSTACLE: Environmental threats          
 
·         Monsanto Lisbon: Already famous for its environmental restoration in terms of reforestation, the park management also undertakes a variety of specific initiatives to restore and protect biodiversity. These include targeted activities to rescue the various species of Pinus (pinea, halepensis, canariensis) present in the Park , as many trees have died in recent years as a result of changes in soil and weather and especially the attacks of pests and fungi; the campaign to install nests ; the (re) introduction of the squirrel - Sciurus vulgaris infuscatus - intended to force the dispersal of seeds and ultimately, the vegetative regeneration and increase the number of species of tree and shrub presents in the Park. Today many stands resulting from natural regeneration, assisted by planting native species, especially Quercus spp., begin to have a significant expression.
·         Aberdeen: The South Aberdeen Coastal Regeneration Project (SACRP) identified an area of coastal land including a number of greenspaces, and in particular Nigg Bay, a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) on the basis of its geological and geomorphologic features. Over the years the area has not been well managed and maintained. It has been used as an area to dump worked building materials and is not easily accessible given the lack of accessible and good quality coastal pathways. Therefore, the SACRP stressed the need regenerate Nigg Bay, a place previously used by local people for recreation, in order to provide improved public access to the historic coast along with a complementary wetland project to not only clean a polluted area but to enhance biodiversity value. The project has led to the creation of well linked coastal pathways, actions to improve the environment and, in particular, to limit or mitigate pollution.
·         Zografou: The Environmental Awareness Park Antonis Tritsis is a metropolitan park inside the borders of basin of Attica in Greece, and has been created to block urban sprawl and create a green space within the city, as it would enable the development of environmentally friendly activities and protect biodiversity in the area. Activities began in 1992 and undertook two phases. The first phase included the general configuration of infrastructure and the construction of structural projects. The first phase was funded by 75% from the European Union and by 25% from the Greek Government. The second phase included the whole extent of the park, was funded by the Operational Program "Environment" of the 2nd Community Support Framework (EPET II) for Greece and was completed in 2001. The park has a total area of approximately 1200 acres (120 hectares), which makes it the largest urban park in Athens (six times larger area than the National Garden). 
 
GOOD PRACTICE: Know your park's environmental characteristics
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: The local council has undertaken a series of evaluations of the environmental challenges and of the level of vulnerability (fragmentation, human pressure, genetic erosion) in the park area.
In Seine-Saint-Denis, townscape conceals eco-landscaped elements that birds can use to move around: parks and gardens, fallow lands, suburban gardens, abandoned by road and railroad infrastructures, etc. A study, undertaken in 2008, followed the actual movement of two common bird species in urban areas. This study brought to light the existence of a heterogeneous permeability of the urban environment in Seine-Saint-Denis, which seems to increase according to a gradient of "green" for both studied species. Another study is in progress, to estimate the state of the current networks of wooded and herbaceous natural spaces of Seine-Saint-Denis for plants and birds.
GOOD PRACTICES: Environmental restoration within parks and restoration of overused natural areas:
OBSTACLE: Environmental threats          
 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space: For over 10 years the park management structure has been working with farmers in order to assure that they are fully involved in actions to ensure that agicultural management is in line with environmental protection. Together a number of tools have been set up, including:
o         Landscape insertion: Volunteer farmers participate in a scheme with training, and project development to make the farm more enjoyable and in line with park aims. The Park Management structure can them assist them in acquiring the necessary raw materials to implement the project. 
o         Farm market: We have established a quality charter with farmers, who sign and implement a Charter devote to a "Farm Tour", one per park. We promote these short supply chains by publishing leaflets and organizing promotions once a year, like a festival, a marketplace and so on. A committee visits the farms every two years for control. This measure has allowed many farms to increase their sales from 20 to 30% during the first year.
o          Participation in the maintenance of parks: The Park Management structure facilitate the maintenance of parks by farmers, e.g. by planning the space between the plantations, in order to use a conventional farm equipment to mow the meadows; involving them in environmentally friendly measures, like the promotion of swallows return and sustainable farming methods.
·         Tuscany Parco della Piana: The Park is characterised by the presence of an intensive and mechanised agriculture (around 7000 ha of which the majority is destined to crops, mainly cereals).with heavy environmental impact especially in terms of loss of biodiversity. Farming activity is a major, if not the main, feature of the project for the Parco della Piana. 
However, it is worth noting that the first survey activities developed for the creation of the park showed the presence of numerous cases of agricultural enterprises, cooperatives and young farmers aimed at promoting and carry out qualitative forms of agriculture with particular reference to the production of typical products, organic agriculture, social farming, breeding and for the delivering of local short chain market. This will also enable the definition and development of specific pilot projects for the recovery of traditional products and structure of agri-landscape quality, with the support of existing programmes and regional instruments on the protection of native plant and animal biodiversity. The Regional Government actively supports such activities, within the framework of special regional initiatives for the creation of the periurban agricultural park. 
 
GOOD PRACTICES: Management of agricultural activities:
GOOD PRACTICES: Volunteering
Aberdeen  - Aberdeen City's publicly owned natural sites are maintained and protected by a team of Countryside Rangers, who are supported in their work by different groups of volunteers. The Council has a network of core paths that benefits both local people and visitors to Aberdeen as it provides a framework of routes for recreation and for travel. Much of the development of the city's core paths has been assisted by volunteer groups such as those led by Aberdeen Greenspace Trust Limited and the Council's Ranger Service. Aberdeen Greenspace was established in 1997 and works with individuals and groups in order to improve the city's greenspaces. Both Aberdeen Greenspace and the Countryside Rangers have worked with a variety of groups (eg companies and community groups) to connect core paths, improve the environment and enable civic pride.
·         Regional Government of Lombardy - The Voluntary Service for Ecological Vigilance was set up by the Lombardy Region in 1980 and is regulated by Law R. 9 / 2005. Voluntary Ecological Guards (GEV) make available to the public, completely free of charge, part of their leisure time in measures of environmental protection, information, prevention and supervision. 
To become a full-GEV is necessary to follow a training course organized by the Park and apprenticeship, after which take and pass an aptitude test before a board of examiners appointed by the Region. Subsequently obtained permission to carry out surveillance activities by the Prefect and the act of appointment to the Ecological Police with powers of investigation of administrative offenses by the President of the Regional Council or the Province, the GEV is sworn before the magistrate or the Mayor.
OBSTACLE: Environmental threats          
OBSTACLE: Environmental threats          
Social and Communication Aspects
1 - Involvement of stakeholders is a key part of park creation and management, but one that requires careful evaluation of each groups' different demands
The periurban park is a tool for social promotion, for social capital, for involving social groups and inhabitants and raising levels of responsibility for the public space. However, stakeholders may use the park for different environmental, social or economic purposes and these are not always compatible. Rules, regulations and activities, must reflect this, while promoting and maintaining the park's value and a widespread culture of correct and sustainable use.
Therefore, the park management structure should first take time to identify and analyse these needs (using a variety of methods ranging from surveys, to planning events, to open consultations) and then work with groups to define how to combine the different demands.
2 - Level of involvement can vary according to park and territorial characteristics and to the specific theme in question
Continuous information campaigns using user friendly instruments are an essential element of all park management activities. However, this is not sufficient to ensure active involvement.
Park management structures must encourage active participation of key stakeholders, in order to share decision making about park development. Activities range from social and leisure activities, to volunteering and training, to participation in management committees. The park management must design the most suitable strategy for their specific context.
3 - Monitoring of park visitors is essential, but should be taken further to gather wider feedback
Periodic monitoring of park visitors is important, in order to gain feedback on their levels of satisfaction and on their demands and concerns. This should be extended to encourage a wider consultation with the surrounding areas and to ensure a structured means of addressing the concerns raised with concrete actions.
 
OBSTACLE: Conflicting uses of the park / Conflicts between humans and wildlife
 
·         ·         Seine-Saint-Denis: To increase the reception capacity, the park decided to build a new space, the Mandarin House (inaugurated in September 2011). This 300 m² facility consists of two multi-purpose halls, a laboratory, toilets, an insectarium and an educational garden. This house has for ambition to become an example of the approach High environmental quality mingling sustainable development, comfort and health. It will host training sessions. The park regularly welcomes public institutions within training bounds, to present the management of the Natura 2000 site, the management of the public attendance and the tools of public awareness. For example, the park has welcomed people from the Ministry of agriculture and the Ministry of sustainable development.
Moreover, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis' parks are situated in highly populated urban areas and are thus highly frequented (an estimated 7 million visitors for a total surface of 900 ha). To guarantee the safety of the public and avoid damages, 90 guards take turns on parks, 7 days a week. Since 2010, a training programme has been set up so as to turn the traditional guard job into an «eco-guard" job. This evolution seeks to improve public awareness to the environment. It also contributes to the diversification of the missions of the guards. The training course is led by the parks teams, so as to favour experience exchanges between guards and administrators. Good practices guidance were also drafted in order to help guards when informing the public about the parks regulation (obligation to keep dogs on a lead, ban to feed wild animals…).
 
·         Region of Andalusia: Various Periurban Parks of Andalucía account for visitor centres or educational facilities where educational sessions are given to children either on the natural and cultural heritage of the local area where the park is situated (Periurban Park of Porzuna in Mairena del Aljarafe, Sevilla) and even information concerning the natural protected areas network which extends across the whole region. Andalusia also accounts for special installations which work on recovery of wounded endangered species and have a specific program focused for environmental education of students (Periurban Park of Los Villares in Córdoba).
·         Praha-Troja: In connection with providing information to and gaining the support of inhabitants in the area, Prague  - Troja city district organises open workshops. The latest student workshop called the Troja Basin took place on October 16 - 17, 2010. The workshop was focused mainly on the Troja basin's position within the overall conception of Prague, on protection of nature and the landscape, and on the possibilities of the future development of the entire area. Efforts were made to include architecture students in these issues, as they are able to bring fresh opinions and ideas into the proposal and thus support the future recreational as well as residential and utility attractiveness of the entire area. 
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of new areas of attraction (widening and specialisation of services):
·         Vitosha Nature Park: the continued development of the park area is regulated by a number of different local and national planning instruments. Thanks to them, it has been possible to expand the park territory in direction Palakaria, Verila and the valleys of rivers Kurtova and Vedena and improve both tourist infrastructure and infrastructure links between natural areas. The park has also been able to diversify its service offer, for example by offering guided visits, creating thematic museums in partnership with other organisations, creating specific areas for sports. This has been does in a spirit of collaboration with user groups (e.g. the Association of Vitosha Ski and Snowboard Schools; the Bulgarian federation of Speleologists).
·         Silesia Metropolis: Local Authorities have undertaken a variety of activities to Activities to increase the potential of structures and activities in the park. A good practice undertaken within the forest area concerns the construction and promotion of educational paths, with the financial support of the appropriate regional fund (it is the Fund of the Environment Protection and Water Management). Moreover, a series of interventions have been undertaken in the recreational centres  in order to update the sport and recreational offer and increase their attractiveness. These include the organisation of sporting and cultural  events and the modernization of infrastructure and implementation of new equipment (e.g. the plan for 2011 in the centre Valley of 3 Ponds is: the water skis lift with the track of 880 m; skate park- professional zone for skateboarding and in-line skating, improvement of the camping site; further plans are: Rope Park over Canoe Pond, The Miniature Park of Katowice);
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: An extension of the park is planned on 2 hectares in the northwest. One new entrance will be created to make the access of the surrounding population easier, and two new playgrounds will also be implanted in this sector.
"Waterfalls" are going to be restored to attract the public in the northern sector of the park, less visited. The park team wishes to develop festive, free events, such as park parties, to attract a wide family public.
GOOD PRACTICES: Educational activities:
OBSTACLE: Conflicting uses of the park / Conflicts between humans and wildlife
·         Lille Metropole Natural Space: Every five years the park management organises a series of visitor surveys. In the fee sites these surveys serve to improve a service quality and in the free sites to identify expectations. They undertake interviews of hundreds of walkers to know where their itinerary, their motivations, their feelings about maintenance, security, ecological benefits and so on. This allows us to adjust our road signs and the services quality. They also organise a large telephone survey, conducted by an external company, to measure the evolution of public opinion. This was undertaken in 2002 and 2007. In 2011, the intention is to conduct these surveys on both sides of the border with Belgium partners. 
OBSTACLE: Conflicting uses of the park / Conflicts between humans and wildlife
GOOD PRACTICE: Monitoring initiatives:
OBSTACLE: Lack of public awareness and anti social behaviour (vandalism, illegal landfill, etc)
GOOD PRACTICE: Promoting spread of information, including the use of feedback information tools and participation pools. Some of the many examples include:
 
·         Region of Lombardy, South Milan Park: Park Points are places where activities of information and distribution of material produced and promotion of initiatives of the Park and its cultural treasures, artistic, historical, agricultural and environmental. This by distributing promotional material (flyers, brochures, books) and advertising of all the initiatives taking place within the Park, is made by the Park is promoted by other actors implementing initiatives to enhance the park. Their main task is to bring the park to the citizens, forming rapidly in visible places, and presidents attended, but also to open a new, widespread and more direct channel of communication and participation. They are located in 28 existing facilities and already used by other, reliable groups for activities that are in harmony with the aims of the Park. In this way, the actions proposed by the Park are very fertile ground, as they connect to people that are already aware of these issues, but often unaware of all the many and varied opportunities offered by the Park as a whole. In short, they represent a springboard to the realities of people inside the park (farms, park point, reserves etc). and the first step in reaching those that are indifferent to issues of the park. These structures are entrusted with the tasks of environmental education on specific issues, in addition to the special case of a bicycle station located in the proximity of an exchange between the rail and the tube, which organizes services for cyclists of different kinds.
GOOD PRACTICES: Educational activities
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: To increase the reception capacity, the park decided to build a new space, the Mandarin House (inaugurated in September 2011). This 300 m² facility consists of two multi-purpose halls, a laboratory, toilets, an insectarium and an educational garden. This house has for ambition to become an example of the approach High environmental quality mingling sustainable development, comfort and health. It will host training sessions. The park regularly welcomes public institutions within training bounds, to present the management of the Natura 2000 site, the management of the public attendance and the tools of public awareness. For example, the park has welcomed people from the Ministry of agriculture and the Ministry of sustainable development.
Moreover, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis' parks are situated in highly populated urban areas and are thus highly frequented (an estimated 7 million visitors for a total surface of 900 ha). To guarantee the safety of the public and avoid damages, 90 guards take turns on parks, 7 days a week. Since 2010, a training programme has been set up so as to turn the traditional guard job into an «eco-guard" job. This evolution seeks to improve public awareness to the environment. It also contributes to the diversification of the missions of the guards. The training course is led by the parks teams, so as to favour experience exchanges between guards and administrators. Good practices guidance were also drafted in order to help guards when informing the public about the parks regulation (obligation to keep dogs on a lead, ban to feed wild animals…).
 
·         Region of Andalusia: Various Periurban Parks of Andalucía account for visitor centres or educational facilities where educational sessions are given to children either on the natural and cultural heritage of the local area where the park is situated (Periurban Park of Porzuna in Mairena del Aljarafe, Sevilla) and even information concerning the natural protected areas network which extends across the whole region. Andalusia also accounts for special installations which work on recovery of wounded endangered species and have a specific program focused for environmental education of students (Periurban Park of Los Villares in Córdoba).
·         Praha-Troja: In connection with providing information to and gaining the support of inhabitants in the area, Prague  - Troja city district organises open workshops. The latest student workshop called the Troja Basin took place on October 16 - 17, 2010. The workshop was focused mainly on the Troja basin's position within the overall conception of Prague, on protection of nature and the landscape, and on the possibilities of the future development of the entire area. Efforts were made to include architecture students in these issues, as they are able to bring fresh opinions and ideas into the proposal and thus support the future recreational as well as residential and utility attractiveness of the entire area. 
OBSTACLE: Lack of public awareness and anti social behaviour (vandalism, illegal landfill, etc)
 
·         Praha-Troja Nature Park - Feedback: The current Prague  - Troja city district council works willingly with comments made by the local inhabitants, with the clear goal of preserving and improving the residential value of this area that is already quite lucrative. Efforts to underscore the location's strong identity and the territory's unique and exceptional character are clearly visible here. In order to do so, it administers questionnaires, the results of which and the conclusions are published on the council's web site and used to inform strategies. The inhabitants are also informed about the territory's future development thanks to the annual exhibition of planned projects called Troja Plans. This year marked already the fourth year of this event and the Periurban Parks project concept was also presented among the other projects.
·         Parco della Piana Tuscany - Feedback: The Regional Government has made a concentrated effort to involve stakeholders through specific planning events in the phase of park creation and design. These include participatory forums with residents and stakeholders and design laboratories with associations, experts and technicians.
·         Silesia Metropolis - Feedback: Feedback is gathered through a variety of tools promoting contact with local society. For example, Katowice Municipality administered a among the users of the Valley of 3 Ponds (the largest recreational centre of the Project area) in order to collect the opinions on activities being undertaken. The survey was accessible/available in the particular stands in the center and on the web site of the City Hall. Moreover, this was supported by submitting the feedback to the Municipal Greenery Unit, in order to highlight problems and proposed solutions in this areas. The administration intends to administer further, periodic surveys in order to gather opinions on  expectations and criticisms, concerning services, infrastructure, etc.
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space  - Involvement in management: Users councils bringing together at least twice a year all representatives of associations and unions which use the managed areas. The territory is divided into four sectors to be closer to citizens and to dialogue with their representatives when starting new projects or important management acts like trees cutting down, marshes restoring, etc. These communication tools help to prevent many local conflicts and to bring together associations and citizens. 
Seine-Saint-Denis  - Involvement in management: Public meetings are organised to talk about the zones where the park will be extended, associating the local residents, the local elected representatives and the associations. The park team is also considering the implementation of  Actors' Committees, which gather representatives of associations and users. These structures of dialogue would have the authority to collect the opinion of the local actors, in order to build shared projects. Scientific structures (National natural history Museum, botanical Academy) and naturalists and environmental protection associations are consulted concerning the projects of arrangement of the park. The working implementation on Natura 2000 is going to allow the pursuit of these exchanges, in particular on the realization of the park management plan in 2011.
GOOD PRACTICES: Active Involvement through feedback and management structures:
 
·         Danube-Ipoly National Park: It is necessary to negotiate with stakeholders of the area (sport associations, hikers, bikers, horse riders, moto-crossers, orienteers, parachuters, etc.). Although all activities are regulated by law in protected areas and the rules of visiting are distributed on information boards at many points of the excursion zone. The park has a series of students coming regularly from universities, colleges or a group of employee from a company (team building) occasionally. They volunteer to undertake activities in the protected area, just like elimination of invasive species, collecting garbage, maintenance of study paths.
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: The General Council is committed to the development of activities promoting communication and participation of citizens, institutions, enterprises and other possible users of the Park. The park wishes to continue developing free animations, for the general public and schools in particular. The operation "24 hours for biodiversity" (counting of species during animations), which took place in 2010 was renewed in 2011, with as an objective to communicate better around this event and raise awareness among more people. The General Council publishes a "calendar of parks" every six months, with all the available animations. The team wishes to improve the distribution of this document, in particular in the surrounding municipalities, to talk more about the free activities proposed to the public all year round. 
GOOD PRACTICES: Active involvement through park activities
OBSTACLE: Lack of public awareness and anti social behaviour (vandalism, illegal landfill, etc)
OBSTACLE: Lack of public awareness and anti social behaviour (vandalism, illegal landfill, etc)
Cultural Aspects
Key points
1 - Cultural heritage should be considered a key factor in the decision making process of park creation and development
Cultural heritage is an important factor to consider when creating the periurban parks of the future. Choosing to create new periurban parks in places with culturally significant features will help to guarantee their preservation, while also giving an opportunity to engage people in understanding and appreciating it.
The balance and coherence between elements of environmental and cultural heritage and their use must be carefully considered. Promotion of the element in question must contribute to its regeneration and not to further degradation or overuse.
2 - Communication and involvement is key to preserving and promoting the cultural heritage of periurban parks
External communication is essential to arouse interest among inhabitants about the park's cultural heritage. In particular, public events, such as festivals, exhibitions and shows, are important to enhance the park's cultural, architectural, landscape and natural elements. 
The role of training and of promoting cultural activities at various levels (schools, wider public, specialist courses, research) is fundamental, not just to raise awareness and responsible use of environmental and cultural resources, but also because such activities can be organised within cultural buildings in the park, thus supporting their restoration and reuse.
3 - The scarcity of financial resources for park creation and management should be addressed by an integrated programme of diverse activities
The scarcity of financial resources for the upkeep and development of cultural heritage calls for focused programmes to involve inhabitants, stakeholders and owners, in order to develop coordinated and integrated activities to manage interventions, earn income for the park and its workers and to maintain the vitality of the park itself.
Moreover, park management should ensure that the park is inserted into the local development context, in order to protect the area and also to open up new doors for innovative means of using and gaining income from the cultural heritage.
OBSTACLE: Human impact on heritage / Difficulties of finding a balance between attracting people and protecting cultural values / Lack of awareness about the value of local cultural heritage
 ·         City of Kosice: Communication with the public from the administrator of the park takes place in various forms: electronic communication, the media - local print and TV, regular press conferences, information system forest park - information, orientation panels ,educational trails, organization of seminars for professionals and events for youth forestry education , publishing (painted and tourist map, 2 published books). In terms of cultural heritage, specific attention has been paid to the raising awareness of existing resources. Popular-fictional publications and maps have been issued by the park administrator capturing the natural, cultural and historical context of the territory, along with a brief guide to the park territory available to the general public.
·         Tuscany Parco della Piana: The design of the Parco della Piana has been the subject of a major commitment to communication and involvement of the inhabitants and local actors. In this respect, as provided for in Regional Law 1 / 2005, the specific function of a "guarantor of communication" was created with the task of activating all necessary steps to increase participation and social involvement around the project. Important tools for this purpose are the creation and implementation of a website (www.parcodellapiana.it), the organisation of structured forums with residents and with other stakeholders and visits and walks on land held with the public concerned .
The definition of the scenario for the park and its main strategic and physical assets has also occurred through the specific events of joint planning with local government and technical experts using the method of the Charrette. The Charrette events took place in July and December 2010, and on both occasions, after two days of work, the results were presented and discussed with the public concerned.
GOOD PRACTICES: Education and training
Silesia Metropolis: Local authorities have promoted the cultural system through thematic initiatives and the creation of structures for training and education. A good example is the Forest Educational Hall in the Forest Inspectorate in Katowice. This is a unique object in the country equipped with a multimedia system presenting the wealth of the nature in forests and numerous exhibits permitting visitors to touch and to feel the world of the flora and the fauna across the park area. The programme is adapted to differentiated recipients e.g. different age groups, handicapped persons , foreigners.
·         Monsanto Lisbon: Currently the main cultural / education activities are developed by reception of the Park Monsanto Space. The various activities that are carried out include shows staged in the auditorium and initiatives on environmental awareness directed towards school age children. Moreover, the park includes a specific area, where rare species of flora and fauna are fenced off, in order to provide a suitable area for educational initiatives.
·         Vitosha Nature Park: the park territory is used for trainings and education initiatives, and the park administration actively supports this process by giving thematic presentations in the museums and thematic itineraries. The Direction of the park issues series of specialised books under the name “Library of Vitsoha NP”. A number of tools have been developed to provide information on cultural heritage, such as: the specialised map for the archaeological and cultural heritage of the park; restoration activities in Kladnishki and Dragalevski Monastery; archaeological studies of the most important objects within the park; development of a system for documentation and protection of the intangible cultural heritage  - local traditions and folklore.
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: During the development work of the Haute-Ile park, at the beginning of 2000s, archaeological excavations revealed numerous signs of human activity going back to the Prehistory (the Gallo-Roman period). The oldest human skeleton of the territory was discovered there. It dates back to the Mesolithic period (6500 BC) which makes it one of oldest of the Ile-de-France region.
After this discovery, the General Council of Seine-Saint-Denis created a research place, in the Haute-Ile park, in order to better understand the life of the people who occupied the site as time went by. Beyond scientific researches, this place became a place of exchange and learning for all. The Mesolithic pole includes an educational path in the wood, punctuated with stopping places dedicated to the discovery of the climate, with the fauna, with the flora and with the lifestyle of people of the forest. All the relations between human-beings and the environment in the Mesolithic period are presented there (size of the flint, ignition of the fire, habitats reconstructions…).
Today, as part of the implementation of its climate change policy, the General Council wishes to complement this archaeological site by creating an environment educational tool. It would consist in a comparison between various Carbon assessments from the Palaeolithic period to our days, and would help visitors to better understand the impact of human-beings on their environment.
GOOD PRACTICES: Strategic communication initiatives
OBSTACLE: Human impact on heritage / Difficulties of finding a balance between attracting people and protecting cultural values / Lack of awareness about the value of local cultural heritage
GOOD PRACTICE: User Management of cultural heritage
Aberdeen: Both Aberdeen Greenspace and the Countryside Rangers have worked with a variety of groups (e.g. companies and community groups) to connect core paths , improve the environment and enable civic pride
OBSTACLE: Human impact on heritage / Difficulties of finding a balance between attracting people and protecting cultural values / Lack of awareness about the value of local cultural heritage
OBSTACLE: Lack of maintenance         
 
·         Praha-Troja Nature Park: The Prague  - Troja city district has a number of key cultural attractions: the National Zoo; Prague Botanic Garden; U Lavky Galler: and the Troja Chateau. The local inhabitants are attached firmly to their living area, and many cultural events are organised there in cooperation with the National Gallery and the Botanic Garden. From this relationship to the place also ensues the clear willingness to care for the living area. The City Council is convinced that if the citizens are properly informed about the purpose and planned outcome of proposed events and changes, they become a strong supporting force and base for further development. Therefore, a successful move in connection with increasing the visibility of cultural landmarks in the Troja basin is also the project for the sale of Troja Cards, which are used for entry into the Zoo, Botanic Garden and Troja Chateau. Thanks to this project and its good local promotion, the awareness of the linkages between cultural landmarks in the Troja basin increased and there was a considerable increase in the number of visitors to the Troja Chateau. . This type of project represents a good approach to increasing awareness and redirecting attention also to other cultural as well as natural landmarks in the city district of Prague  - Troja.
·         Region of Lombardy, North Milan Park: Of all the initiatives aimed at enhancing the cultural and natural heritage present in the Park, the initiatives promoted by “Teatro Natura” have been the most remarkable. Under the name "Naturalmente Arte”, this special theatre exhibition designed by Lorenza Zambon is completely dedicated to the relationship between art and nature, to capture the poetic spirit of the interaction between man and environment. This is not a theatre with a capital T, confined within four walls. In fact, all events are completely immersed in the nature of Parco Nord Milano, between woods and clearings. For example, the show The Third Step is a visionary walk through the night and the dawn of the park. More than a theatrical experience that is profound change in their relationship with the landscape and nature, as is done at dusk or dawn (starting at 20:00 or 4:30 in the morning) and where the lights, sounds, scents mark the time of performance by giving a magical atmosphere to the route.
·         Silesia Metropole: A lot of effort has been put into the maintenance and regeneration of historical and monumental objects (such as: St. Hubert shrine, 4 other shrines located on the forest area and the Hungarian soldiers' graves). In particular, the local administration have managed to revitalise old industrial objects and provide them with new functions, such as: the former wash-house with mangle in monumental coal-miners estate Nikiszowiec, which will become the new department  of Katowice History Museum; the market place pavement and Wilson shaft of Wieczorek Coal Mine.
·         Region of Andalusia: The government of Andalucía in collaboration with the social work project of “La Caixa”, a private bank, is developing a programme to help improve employment opportunities for people experiencing social exclusion or with special difficulties to integrate themselves into the labour market, carrying out conservation, protection, promotion and enhancement of natural areas activities. As a result people who, due to addiction problems, family situation, criminal record or disability, have reduced chances of social integration and employment are trained to carry out pruning, cleaning, upgrading, and adaptation works on the vegetation of Periurban parks. The programme includes a theoretical and practical training period of one month, where they learn trades like masonry, carpentry, clearing or planting techniques and acquire general knowledge on the environment or species identification. Once the training period is over, they are duly employed and paid for five months in the natural area of their choice. The goal of the programme is not to offer employment to participants but rather to improve their chances of entering the labour market and achieving the necessary social and labour habits in order to properly carry out and maintain their employment. An effective integration of more than half of the participants in the programme has been achieved which is, without a doubt, a very successful indicator. As a result employment, training, quality of life, social integration and environmental protection all come together in a programme between a public authority and a private entity.
 
GOOD PRACTICES: Regeneration of cultural heritage
 
GOOD PRACTICE: Widening scope of participation and funding (willingness of local communities or collective agents in taking responsibility in park cultural features management):
Aberdeen: Some of the development of the city's core paths has been assisted by volunteers co-ordinated by groups such as Aberdeen Greenspace Trust Limited and the Countryside Ranger Service. Aberdeen Greenspace was established in 1997 and works with individuals and groups in order to improve the city's green spaces.
Economic Aspects
Key points
1 - Periurban parks should highlight their unique ability to add social, environmental and economic value to the surrounding area
Periurban parks need financial independence as a precondition for growth, especially in the current situation of limited public funds. However, economic aspects are strictly related to the role of the park in socio-economic local development. 
A periurban park can be considered to be a competitiveness factor of the area. The park improves urban living conditions and influences aesthetic and landscape values, thus making the location more financially profitable. The value of periurban parks must be an equivalent to similar areas under transformation in the city into green areas. Such comparison shows that the cost of periurban park in comparison to the primary services of the city is not high.
2 - Most periurban parks have potential to generate income through a variety of public and private sources
In addition to local, regional, national and EU funding, periurban parks can generate income through a wide variety of sources, such as partnerships, provision of leisure services and of ecological services. It is worth noting the potential role of the park in activating new economic activities related to heritage resources that are unique to the local environment e.g. landscape, traditions and culture, local food production).
3 - Economic activities should not compromise the internal mission or role of the park, particularly in terms of environmental protection
Periurban parks management structures have the task of ensuring that the need for funding does not compromise the fundamental aims and character of the park. Periurban parks should not be turned into just economic enterprises but remain social and environment oriented.
However, it is worth remembering that this area performs other functions that cannot be directly counted into the money, such as ecosystem services and a number of social and health benefits,. Therefore, fund raising should be supported both by Cost Benefit Analysis and Multi-criteria Analysis, before decisions on a certain source are made.
 
OBSTACLE: Insufficient financial resources         
 
 
 
·         Region of Lombardy, North Park Milan - Carbon Offsetting: Since 2007, the park has set up a convention to neutralise greenhouse gas emissions and generate credits through a reforestation project and certification of captured C02. With this agreement, which involved a total of 11.5 hectares of forest, the RINA certification body has certified that were seized 8508 tons of carbon dioxide. This figure is particularly significant since the literature data report an average absorption capacity of 350 tons per hectare. So for 11.5 acres could be expected absorption of about 4000 tons while they were certified more than double. This means that the type of wood that is brought to the park and is particularly effective in sequestration of CO2. So we sold all our carbon credits to an intermediate company at a fix price: 7000€ per/ha per year that is to say 82.000€. The intermediate company managed to sell the carbon credits even twice because several other companies preferred to have forests in suburban areas rather than in other parts of the world
·         Region of Lombardy, South Park Milan - Agricultural Produce: The Park has launched a major action for the enhancement of farming through the right of farms located in the park to use the brand "Manufacturer of environmental quality - Milan South Agricultural Park" to farms operating in-house can implement actions on the environment and the territory of the Park. The brand guarantees that the producer respects the shared goals of the Park for the use and protection of agricultural characteristics, environmental protection and rural land conservation, enhancement of the landscape and in particular of the bands liaison between city and country, for the use of short chain and food safety. Among the other retail points, these products are sold at the  “Earth Market”, which is focused on using sustainable agriculture as a defensive quality of the territory.
Praha-Troja Nature Park  - Wine production: The most dominant type of agriculture in the Prague  - Troja area is vineyards, one of which is located within the botanical gardens within the periurban park. The vineyard is under protection as a historical heritage and both  - the lay as well as public can enjoy the wine trail that passes through the vineyard. The agriculture in this location is also produced by small farmers and private growers.
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of park income generation activities
OBSTACLE: low level of financial independence (or autonomy), (dependence from financial devolution from  the various administrative bodies)
 
·         Lille Metropolitan Natural Space:  In recent years the park management structure has developed partnerships with companies in different sectors. For example, private companies fund the dismantling and reconstruction of old farm buildings saved from destruction and replaced into the outdoor museum. They have also provided a budget of € 500 000 to reconstruct a 10 m high pigeon house in a traditional stone and brick. The park also works with industry on different subjects, largely related to the recovery of industrial sites. After a first experience in 2010, this year a new site transformation is starting. The industrial partner funds the construction, while the park bring an expertise on fauna and flora restoration and in management. Similarly, there is a collaboration project with a public transport company to create a bike rental in the parks and river shuttles between the commercial heart of Lille and one of the parks.
Vitosha Nature Park: Within the park, the administration has made the first steps towards public private partnerships (PPPs). This largely concerns the in maintenance of park infrastructure and provision of services to the park visitors. The proximity of the park to Sofia is a favourable factor in terms of developing partnerships on the park's territory. Besides financial support, partner organisations get involved in the implementation of different activities. There are partnerships established without signing a contract, but a verbal agreement. This is the case of the long-term collaborations. Besides private partners, NGOs and public bodies often take part in the partnerships. The main areas of activity of these partnerships are biodiversity conservation and establishment of reliable visitor's and tourist infrastructure within the park. By providing financing or donating resources for implementation of certain activities within the park, private investors support also their PR and communication activities. There is strong public support for forestation, which has involved large companies such as Toyota and Overgass.
GOOD PRACTICES: Cooperation and partnerships (with public and private agents)
OBSTACLE: Wide character and scale of park functions (and of the related financial commitments)
Vitosha Nature Park: In recent years there has been a tendency of increase the financial support provided on behalf of companies, private business, individuals, etc for the implementation of the following activities in the park: restoration of forest ecosystems, establishment of new and renovation of old tourist infrastructure, establishment of alleys specialised to serve disabled and blind people, cleaning of areas with high concentration of garbage (with volunteers), propagation of rare and sensitive species, restoration of habitats, educational activities, etc.. Fundraising and use of external financing sources, such as EU funding programmes, international funds or CSR is an important tool for park financing, especially in the case of natural areas and public owned parks. For example about 70% of financing for Vitosha Nature Park comes through EU Programmes, CSR and other donors. The remaining 30% is from the state.
GOOD PRACTICES: Creation of park income generation activities
·         Region of Lombardy, North Park Milan - Carbon Offsetting: Since 2007, the park has set up a convention to neutralise greenhouse gas emissions and generate credits through a reforestation project and certification of captured C02. With this agreement, which involved a total of 11.5 hectares of forest, the RINA certification body has certified that were seized 8508 tons of carbon dioxide. This figure is particularly significant since the literature data report an average absorption capacity of 350 tons per hectare. So for 11.5 acres could be expected absorption of about 4000 tons while they were certified more than double. This means that the type of wood that is brought to the park and is particularly effective in sequestration of CO2. So we sold all our carbon credits to an intermediate company at a fix price: 7000€ per/ha per year that is to say 82.000€. The intermediate company managed to sell the carbon credits even twice because several other companies preferred to have forests in suburban areas rather than in other parts of the world
·         Region of Lombardy, South Park Milan - Agricultural Produce: The Park has launched a major action for the enhancement of farming through the right of farms located in the park to use the brand "Manufacturer of environmental quality - Milan South Agricultural Park" to farms operating in-house can implement actions on the environment and the territory of the Park. The brand guarantees that the producer respects the shared goals of the Park for the use and protection of agricultural characteristics, environmental protection and rural land conservation, enhancement of the landscape and in particular of the bands liaison between city and country, for the use of short chain and food safety. Among the other retail points, these products are sold at the  “Earth Market”, which is focused on using sustainable agriculture as a defensive quality of the territory.
·         Praha-Troja Nature Park  - Wine production: The most dominant type of agriculture in the Prague  - Troja area is vineyards, one of which is located within the botanical gardens within the periurban park. The vineyard is under protection as a historical heritage and both  - the lay as well as public can enjoy the wine trail that passes through the vineyard. The agriculture in this location is also produced by small farmers and private growers.
GOOD PRACTICE: Active fund raising 
OBSTACLE: Wide character and scale of park functions (and of the related financial commitments)
Infrastructure and Accessibility
Key points
1 - Periurban parks must participate in the design phase for urban infrastructure, in order to ensure maximum benefit and minimum disruption to the park
It is important to promote an adequate integration and consideration of the presence and the needs of the park during planning and design of urban infrastructure, in particular in terms of the transport network. Indeed, such infrastructure can either cause huge amounts of damage to some characteristics of periurban parks or, on the contrary, can help to support their enhancement and user through a suitable system of inter-modal exchange.
2 - Periurban parks must be part of an integrated infrastructure network, within and around the park area
Periurban parks require continuity, particularly in terms of cycle and pedestrian paths, between the urban and rural areas surrounding the park and the park itself. In addition to facilitating accessibility, this also encourages awareness and use of the park by the population and greater surveillance of the park itself.
·         Periurban parks should make the most of existing park characteristics in order to reduce costs of infrastructure and add unique value
Park management structures can make use of existing infrastructure, including the recovery and integration of existing mobility systems. Moreover, cultural heritage fallen into disuse can be renovated and used as an information points, a recreation venue or another facility.
Not only does this reduce costs of building new facilities, it also builds on the park's unique heritage and can encourage the presence of volunteers and not for profit associations that can be involved in the care and upkeep of park infrastructure.
3 - The concept of universal accessibility should be at the basis of infrastructure development within the periurban park
A multi-dimensional approach to design of the internal mobility network must be used to ensure that it meets the needs of all users, in particular those with physical or mental disabilities, and that thematic routes are developed to enhance the parks resources and to ensure that these are not damaged.
 
OBSTACLE: Construction conflicts          
 
Region of Lombardy, South Milan Park: Environmental restoration and prior ecological compensation are undertaken within the Park. There are numerous examples of restoration and conservation of natural biodiversity of areas that require an environmental regeneration such as, for example, former quarries and disused industrial areas, with both public and private investment. In parallel, the use of ecological compensation mechanism allows preventive actions to acquire resources: for every action of urbanisation on open spaces in areas adjacent to the park or in facilities inside the park where there may be a limited increase volumes of construction, an exhibition of ecological compensation is guaranteed. For example, Ricoh Italy Spa, a Japanese multinational in the field of precision engineering, has created a forest of 8,000 trees in the territory of the Milan South Agricultural Park, with facilities for environmental education.
GOOD PRACTICE: Innovative means of addressing construction conflicts
OBSTACLE: Accessibility problems related to territorial planning 
·         Aberdeen: The Energetica Corridor covers Aberdeen Airport in Dyce which is on the north of Aberdeen and the Aberdeen Business Parks in the Bridge of Don. This is the southern base of the corridor which then continues out with the city along the North East of Scotland coastline to Peterhead. The aim is to improve connectivity for the north east of Scotland, creating a new high quality business and residential corridor which maximises the benefit of existing landscape and natural environment in the way it is used and enhanced. 
·         Monsanto Lisbon: in the Forest Park of Monsanto in Lisbon  the municipality has decided to invest and make an effort in making the Park more accessible to pedestrians and cyclists at the expense of car traffic. In order to do so works will be carried out to rehabilitate numerous sections of the network of forest tracks that exist within the park in order to create a link to the town centre for pedestrians and cyclists creating the Monsanto Green Corridor which will be marked by "Doors". These doors will be set in strategic locations in the park marking different entries to a territory which offers characteristics very different from the rest of the city.
·         Region of Andalusia: In Andalusia there is a plan being carried out to connect all cities, which account for a population of over 50.000 inhabitants, with natural areas, mainly Periurban parks, through natural paths traditionally used for cattle herding. This is called the “Green Doors Program”. Back in the middle ages over 33.000 km in Andalusia were used for these purposes, but nowadays many of those have lost their function; this program seeks to rescue them to be used as green corridors with a double use (ecological and sustainable connectivity roles).
Seine-Saint-Denis: The general council aims to create zones of transition between the urbanity of the city and the natural aspect of the park. This objective is even more important in the flatter sectors of Seine-Saint-Denis, where the absence of relief limits the visual breakthroughs on parks. It is more particularly necessary to identify better and to facilitate the pathways for the pedestrians, which allow them to reach the park entrances from the centres of life. Studies are in progress for the creation of green walks, network of pathways relative to the park which allow them to reach  there a pleasant setting.
GOOD PRACTICES: Providing basic transportation infrastructure to access the park (especially slow mobility networks and interchange with public transportation means): 
OBSTACLE: Balancing infrastructure development with nature conservation
 
·         Danube Ipoly National Park: The Dolomite Flax Visitor Centre, is situated in Pilisszentivan, in the area of Szénás Hills. Since the end of the 19th century, the dolomite Hills of Szénás area in the Buda Hills have been considered among the most important natural areas of Hungary. The centre has its own income from entrance fees and from the price of the guided tours and we have a souvenir shop also working there. But this budget is not enough for further development. Therefore, the 2003 LIFE NATURE project allowed the park management to purchase a new space, which can not only provide information to visitors but also host cultural and education activities about the natural assets of the Szénás Hills. The centre also manages 3 nature trails, with guided tours.
·         Vitosha Nature Park: The network of alleys and paths in the park exceeds 270 km. All main alleys and paths to huts, hotels and objects of interest are indicated with marking and/or information signs (over 1000 signs). There are also a number of info-boards, presenting information about various features of the nature park. There are about 200 fountains with drinkable water across the park territory. The visitors of the park can use the facilities, such as wooden tables and benches, fireplaces, wooden bridges, etc. Visitors can take shelter during bad weather conditions in 40 shelters across the mountain.
·         ·         Seine-Saint-Denis: To increase the reception capacity, the park decided to build a new space, the “Mandarin House”, which will be inaugurated in September 2011. This 300 m² facility will consist in two multi-purpose halls, a laboratory, toilets, an insectarium and an educational garden. This house has for ambition to become an example of the approach “High environmental quality” mingling sustainable development, comfort and health.
Moreover, since its integration in the sport courses of all French primary and secondary schools, the practice of orienteering racing has become more and more common. The impacts of this activity on the species and their habitats can be:
-         deterioration of vegetation around the beacons ;
-         Creation of wild paths crossing in a straight line habitats located in between two beacons ;
-         Repeated noise disturbance around beacons during the practice of the activity (when a member of the team discovers the beacon and calls his team-mates) ;
-         Noise disturbance at the start and at the arrival of the race ;
-         Possible impact on the cleanliness of the park.
In 2009, a high school sports teacher, who organizes orienteering races for his pupils in Sausset park every year, met the park team, and offered them to create the mapping necessary for the installation of beacons. All ecological matters would be taken into account.  Priority would be given to cheap and environment-friendly beacons (medium size, easy settlement, and good landscape integration).
The opportunity for the park team to work in close collaboration with this teacher was decisive because it allowed to overcome the environmental and budgetary constraints to dash into the experiment. To complement this initiative, the park technicians drew up a map of zones and periods to avoid, in order to preserve biodiversity. A programme was also set up, as part of the guards training, so as to identify the classes coming to the park and to raise their awareness about the ecological particularities of the park.
 
Silesia Metropolis: Slow mobility connecting green areas has been promoted by the development of a cycle path connecting two recreational centres: Bolina and Janina-Barbara and two places of cultural-historical values in the direct neighbourhood of the Project area. Moreover, the chance to increase the enjoyment and the use of the park area is enhanced by the construction and promotion of educational paths, with the financial support of the Regional Fund of Environment Protection and Water Management.
GOOD PRACTICES: Providing sustainable infrastructure within the park (e.g. Visitors Centres, Trails)
 
Vitosha Nature Park: Maintaining the existing park infrastructure and equipment is an expensive activity. On the other hand, many companies are interested in providing support (financial and in-kind) to help for the maintenance of the tourist infrastructure of the park. Throughout the year there are a number of events , such as the “Days of voluntarism”, “Day of nature park”, others , when interested participate in renovation works of the tourist infrastructure.
GOOD PRACTICE: Maintenance of equipment
OBSTACLE: Balancing infrastructure development with nature conservation
OBSTACLE: Lack of provisions for people with diverse abilities
 
·         Region of Andalusia: The regional government has produced an integral action plan for people with handicaps, which includes a specific plan concerning natural areas. This plan not only considers adapting all constructive elements to legal requirements but also adapting all the information resources to the specific needs that this public might require. The Natural Protected Areas Network of Andalusia, with 87% of its spaces present in high or mid level mountainous areas, faces problems in adapting certain equipment. However, these are overcome by choosing the most appropriate interventions. On the other hand, simply respecting the legal framework is not enough because usually these regulations are thought for urban settings. For this reason a fundamental aspect of the previously mentioned plan is carried out in collaboration with the affected stakeholders, seeking the most convenient solutions in order to bring the network closer to this public.
·         Vitosha Nature Park: A specialised alley in “Iglikina poliana” was established to serve the needs of disabled people, as well as specialised botanical alley for blind people in “Dendrarium” place.
·         Seine-Saint-Denis: For several years, a horse-drawn vehicle has been circulated in Georges Valbon park during the week ends. It is hitched to three draft horses. This carriage allows the public to enjoy the park environment and landscapes in an original type of transport, and puts children in contact with horses. Due to the conception of this vehicle, the people with reduced mobility cannot regrettably enjoy this service.
This led the general council to created in 2005 a horse-drawn vehicle called "Parity", which is accessible to people with reduced mobility. This car, hitched to two draft horses, can transport two wheelchairs and seven seats, or twelve persons. Every year, more than 200 disabled persons, with their guides or their family, enjoy a ride on Parity, as well as tens of valid persons which all together meet without distinction in this harness.
After the success of this experimental project, the General Council launched in 2009 the creation of a second carriage adapted to wheelchairs. The construction of this outstanding carriage was made possible thanks to a partnership between the General Council, the Association of the paralyzed people of France, the French Federation of Car Bodywork and about ten pupils of a professional high school specialised in car bodywork. "Parity 2 " was born in summer 2011, and has a capacity of 3 wheelchairs. One of the three wheelchairs can be located just next to the driver, which allows passengers to enjoy the nearness with horses.
GOOD PRACTICE: Promoting accessibility for people with diverse abilities
External Good Practice - 1
Arche de la Nature (Nature Arch): Creating a Nature festival
Presentation
The Arche de la Nature is a vast natural area
located ten minutes from the heart of Le
Mans and managed by the Le Mans urban
Community. Visitors discover typical
department landscapes along the trails. A
total of 450 hectares of nature are open to
the public, permanently and free of charge.
The forest, part of which is listed as a natural
reserve, stretches over 350 hectares. Water,
meadow and forest are the core of the park's
identity. The "Maison de l'eau" is enhanced
by the presence of the nearby Huisne river.
The grove pathways and meadows are
representative department landscapes. The
forest is made up of 60% coniferous trees,
while many broad‐leaved species provide
additional varieties.
The former water works, with its turn‐of‐thecentury
windows, traditional stables, and
wooden footbridge are part of a remarkable
constructed heritage. Many trees (chestnuts,
oaks, etc.) are considered to be unique, due
to their age. The ambition to preserve animal
species, including endangered species, and
plants, including an orchard with over 100
apple varieties, represent the Arche de la
Nature’ strong points. The "Maison de l'eau"
water and environment centre, a former
water works building, has three aquariums
with main fresh water fish species. Many
local animal breeds live in the cowshed,
pigsty, sheepfold, farmyard, stables or
meadows in the Prairie Farm. The public can
visit the site in vehicles drawn by Percheron
horses. Classes, outings and theme festivals
offered throughout the year make it possible
for a wide public to learn more about
"Mother Nature" (8.000 school children per
year and over 80.000 visitors during festivals).
Since 1998, Arche de la Nature offer many
nature events. This natural area, created and
managed by Le Mans Métropole, conciliate
the spirit of Nature with leisure, especially
during major thematic festivals which gather
over 100,000 visitors each year. On the
website, you can find information on all
those activities (workshops, excursions,
festivals). The many activities offered
throughout the year provide a genuine
nature discovery area. Whether they are led
by Arche de la Nature activity leaders or
partner organisations, events and outings are
extremely popular.
Stakeholders
Le Mans Métropole Urban Community is a
public intermunicipal cooperation institution.
For the activities’ contents, we work in
collaboration with specialized associations or
professionals. Thus, for the Bread Festival,
we work with the Bakery Federation; for the
Percheron horse festival, we work with the
Sarthe Percheron horse Union; for the apple
festival, with the apple eaters association. In
addition, we also count with the expertise of
the Arche de la Nature facilitators for the
water, garden, pig and small animals (among
others) festivals.
Facing Challenges
People living in cities have no direct
relationship with nature and with the events
related to the celebration of important
products for the farmers’ life (bread, fruit,
garden, pig, honey, Easter, etc.). The overall
project aims to show that citizens need to
find themselves in a friendly atmosphere to
explore the culinary products, the farmers’
world, the stars, etc. It is possible to include
those popular events throughout the year in
order to get into the habit. To achieve this
challenge, we developed a program of
thematic events (10 in the whole, from
March to November).
Building Solutions
To promote an event, an annual brochure is
sent in March to 95,000 homes in Le Mans
city. To announce every event in concrete, 60
large sign posters all over the city of Le Mans
are displayed. Partnerships with newspapers,
radios, televisions are set up. For some
events, flyers are printed and distributed in
schools.
An average of 10,000 people per event (up to
15,000) aer welcomed. For each workshops
addressed to children, a show, a concert, a
lecture and tasting products are offered.
People come to learn and enjoy themselves.
Festivals
For the Bread Festival, we show the different
existing kinds of breads according to the flour
and countries. Associations from other
continents are invited together with
professionals. Children can bake their own
bread and flour mill. There is also a
competition of decorated bowls for young
apprentices and the public vote for the most
beautiful bowl. We emphasize the interactive
site.
Penetrate into the secret life of an anthill,
observing the work of bees, marvelling at the
metamorphosis of a butterfly, Arche de la
Nature offers an exploration of the
microcosm, often unloved, but which has an
important ecological role. In 1997, beehives
were installed in an enclosure along the road
leading to the farm of the Prairie. Visitors can
follow safely from spring to fall, the life of a
swarm around the queen in a transparent
hive near the apiary. About 40 kg of honey
are extracted every year for the honey
festival
At the Pork festival, organized in partnership
with the Sarthe Professional artisan butchers,
caterers Union, all stages of the culinary
products of the pork are shown. Piglet
barbecued slices among other things, will be
offered.
Workshops
During the Apiculture initiation workshop,
the Arche de la Nature hives are issued and
smoke is used to neutralize bees and harvest
honey. This event is proposed by the Sarthe
area apiary Union.
At the Jam workshop, the art of making jam
is learned. It is needed a special culinary art
to do so; when cooking flavours cannot
escape and sugar must be accurately
measured. A master jam will unveil some of
the most hidden secrets of successful
rhubarb jam.
At the Nature Cooking workshop, you will go
"from the garden to the table through the
kitchen..." with Marielle. This fan of cooking
with vegetables and seasonal fruits prepare
small original dishes.
To download the annual activities program:
http://www.archenature.
org/FrmMainArche.html
Main figures
Surface area : 450 hectares
Metropolitan Population : 190.000 residents
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Emscher Park: From dereliction to scenic landscapes
Presentation
Once one of the most polluted and
environmentally devastated regions of the
world, the Ruhr district has been reborn.
With the "International Building Exhibition
(IBA) at Emscher Park" initiated in 1989, the
run‐down industrial landmarks of the region
have been transformed to serve new
recreational uses while still preserving the
area's rich history. The redevelopment has
given the region a greener image, created a
more cohesive community and maintained
the area’ identity.
The Ruhr district of Germany was once the
heartland of Europe's steel and coal
industries. Over the past 30 years, these
heavy industries have been massively
restructured, causing the abandonment and
dereliction of many steel works and coal
mining operations throughout the region.
Consequently, Ruhr has been left with a
legacy of high unemployment and the scars
of environmental contamination as the old
industrial workyards have slowly become
brownfield sites in need of restoration.
Since the development of Emscher Park, the
image of the area has improved dramatically
and approximately 5000 new jobs have been
created, the project has increased the
citizens' awareness of the historical
significance of their surroundings and
Emscher Park has become a symbol for
innovation and is a grat example of how
unique opportunities can be identified in a
place full of challenges. The entire project
serves as a model to areas with a similar
industrial history. And specifically, the two
primary objectives of the project were to give
the region a greener image and breathe life
into the old industrial plants.
Stakeholders
In the face of this abandonment and decay,
the State Government of NorthRhine‐
Westphalia created a regional
redevelopment plan entitled the
"International Building Exhibition (IBA) at
Emscher Park" in 1989. Over the course of a
ten year period, IBA Emscher Park was to
encourage the ecological, economic, and
urban revitalization of the Ruhr Valley and
the Emscher River through several
collaborative partnerships with various
agencies and, notably, 17 local authorities of
the Ruhr district. After the IBA expired in
1999, a successor plan to promote
redevelopment called "Project Ruhr" took
over the task of management.
Facing Challenges
The ten‐year project "International
Building Exhibition (IBA) Emscher Park" was
based on a structural programme of 1988
with the objective of giving a strong
impulse to the derelict Emscher area and
with the main goal of urban development
and ecological renewal in the highly
contaminated former industrial and coal
mining area.
Building Solutions
Emscher Park as green connector
A crucial vision for the redevelopment under
the IBA was an Emscher Landscape Park that
would act as a "green connector" between
the settlements of the Rhur valley, following
the path of the Emscher River and using the
abandoned industrial areas along it as a
unique form of greenspace. In addition to
connecting the 17 towns located along the
river valley, this new east‐west oriented
green corridor joins seven existing but
expanded north‐south greenbelts.
The Emscher Landscape Park aimed to be a
green corridor in the densely‐populated
industrial area from Dortmund to Duisburg,
using the existing water courses. A network
was created with East‐West connections and
a part of the Emscher was changed back from
straight canals to meandering streams. The
Emscher Landscape Park project has
provided improvements such as a network of
bicycle paths and hiking trails, recreational
areas and public gardens, as well as natural
reserves. A period of 30 years has been
estimated for the full development of these
reserves. The recovery of the water system
forms the core of the entire environmental
design.
Regeneration of the Emscher River system
A central goal of the Emscher Park project
was to clean up the Emscher River, which
runs through the very middle of the green
plan and stretches a distance of 70
kilometers from east to west through the
region. For decades, the river had a
reputation of being a biologically dead "open
sewer," acting as a waste water canal since
the end of late 19th century. Now that much
of the mining in the region has ceased,
underground sewers have been installed to
carry waste away from the river and promote
its re‐naturalization. Additionally, the river
has been re‐profiled to allow for better
flooding management and, to slow the speed
of the currents, part of the river's course has
been changed from a straight narrow
concrete channel back to a wide curved pool.
Trees and native plants have been
introduced along the bank, which have
improved the water quality as well as the
ecosystems in the area. The project will
provide a highly visible symbol of positive
change that should have lasting benefits for
the Rhur valley.
Preservation and re‐use of the historical
heritage
The masterplan for the region specifically
targeted abandoned industrial sites so as to
improve the quality of the undeveloped
areas surrounding them and to save money
by making use of the existing infrastructure.
Once active collieries, Coca‐Cola plants and
steel works, the region's massive and
muscular structures are now filled with art,
culture, housing, commerce and offices.
Concerts are staged in the aging steel frames
of former factories. Grassy recreational areas,
complete with hiking trails and climbing walls,
have been sculpted from the old hills of coal
pilings. Paths through glades of trees linking
the many different components of the park
follow the former industrial roads and rail
lines.
Even today blastfurnaces, gasometers and
pithead towers continue to give the
Ruhrgebiet its own unique features. They
are important witnesses to 750 years of
industrial history in the region, and also to
the process of structural transformation
which has been taking place here for
several decades. The disused factory sites ‐
many of which are under a preservation
order‐ are not sites of nostalgia and regret.
They have long been transformed into
lively industrial venues and attractive
centres for cultural and tourist events.
The regional tourist project entitled "The
Industrial Heritage Trail", a ca. 400 km
circular route around the Ruhrgebiet,
opens up the region's industrial heritage to
visitors. 25 so‐called anchor points make
up the core network of the Trail, including
six important museums of technical and
social history, many panorama points and a
series of significant workers's settlements.
Outside all the anchor points there are
large conical yellow identification posts.
Around 1,500 signs on motorways and local
roads point the way to these industrial and
cultural highlights.
Further Information
Regionalverband Ruhr
Kronprinzenstraße 35
45128 Essen
Telefon: +49 (0)201.2069‐0
Telefax: +49 (0)201.2069‐500
info@rvr‐online.de
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INBIOS PROJECT: IMPROVING BIODIVERSITY IN THE WETLANDS OF SALBURUA (GREEN BELT OF VITORIA‐GASTEIZ)
Presentation
The Anillo Verde (“Green Belt”) de Vitoria‐
Gasteiz belt is made up of a group of parks
and areas with high ecological interest
surrounding the city. These natural areas are
easily accessible on foot. They serve as
buffers ones and green lungs between the
urban area and surrounding rural
environment. Ecological and landscape
restoration of these areas and development
suited for public use make nature be part of
the city by balancing the availability of park
areas for all neighborhoods. Links between
urban parks and agricultural natural areas
have thus been favored, which implies a
noticeable increase in biodiversity. At the
same time, new outdoor leisure and
environmental education activities have been
developed. There are numerous possibilities
for entertainment and education: walking
observing the fauna, flora, and landscape, etc.
Education, leisure and research activities,
and research are varied as well. They serve to
bring Green belt residents closer together,
with the goal of raising people concern for
the preservation and wealth of this heritage.
These activities are addressed to schools, as
well as retirees and individuals.
The Anillo Verde has an important natural
heritage. This includes: the Salburúa
wetlands the Armentia park, an arboretum
that spreads over 104 hectares and acts as an
"ecological corridor" between periurban
parks and the Vitoria mountains the
Zalbalgana oak grove, typical of small city
woods which are a woodland fauna and flora
refuge and some sections of the Zadorra river,
where one can observe flora and fauna
belonging to this environment.
The Salburúa wetlands, the restoration of
which has entailed a strong growth of plant
and animal species, are a major asset. Today,
it is one of the main nesting and wintering
areas for Basque country aquatic birds. The
herd of stags, artificially introduced to
maintain wetland vegetation, as well as a
small plains oak grove illustrating this area’s
past characteristic vegetation is equally
noteworthy.
As 2012 European Green Capital, the city
(and therefore, its Green Belt), will not only
host scores of activities for visitors and the
local population throughout the year, but
also will stimulate interest and debate on the
role of Periurban Parks. Vitoria‐Gasteiz is a
key reference of a Green Belt linking City
with Nature.
Stakeholders
INBIOS Project is managed by the Studies
Center of the Anillo Verde (Municipality of
Vitoria‐Gasteiz) . The INBIOS Project has also
been awarded with 200.000€on the "First
competition for increasing biodiversity,"
sponsored by the "Network of Local &
Biodiversity 2010 of the Spanish Federation
of Municipalities and Provinces and the
financial sponsorship of the Biodiversity
Foundation.
Facing Challenges
Since the beginning of the restoration of the
Salburúa wetlands, management has been
supported by scientific monitoring. General
management criteria are based on
maximizing the natural processes, with
minimal intervention and maximum
biodiversity.
At forest scale, the project aims to restore
the original forests of the area and lead the
existing masses to mature forests. On the
other side, grassy areas are managed to
create varied ecological environments
through different harvest intensities.
Concerning small lakes, flood natural cycles
are respected and marsh vegetation is
managed by a herd of deer, supported in
specific areas, by more intensive work
(clearing, etc..). Visitors are lead through
existing routes on the less sensitive areas of
the wetland. In this sense the deer fence is a
key human coming and going control.
One of the critical factors of space
management is the control of invasive exotic
species. We are currently working on the
American mink (Neovison vison), exotic
fishes and pond slider (Trachemys scripta).
One of the forthcoming challenges is to
reduce the crayfish densities (Procambarus
clarki). The work related to the Salburua
fauna is very diverse and intend to favor the
presence of the widest possible range of
groups or species. The European mink
population, one of the most endangered
species, could be strengthened with captive
bred animals.
Atari Environmental Interpretation Center
Salburua Park is an Interpretation Center of
the Salburua wetlands which aim is to
encourage knowledge of wetlands and
disseminate their values, and the importance
of biodiversity and natural heritage. The
center is in an emblematic building perfectly
integrated into the Park. It is one of the most
unique places in the Green Belt.
Concerning ecological connectivity a
diagnostic study has been made.
Building Solutions
The INBIOS project has undertaken some
actions between 2008 and 2010 in the
wetlands of Salburua with the main objective
of promoting a biodiversity increase. After
more than 15 years monitoring and
managing the Salburua, the Center for
Environmental Studies had already a
scientific and technical knowledge of its
existing environmental values and problems.
A selected list of problems that could be
alleviated or eliminated by means of feasible
actions, so that they had a real impact on the
preservation of biodiversity, was elaborated.
Some of the undertaken actions are:
a) Actions to improve populations of
endangered species (95 shelter boxes for
bats, two artificial otter dens, four heron
decoys, four new 125 m2 islands for
shorebirds, building prefabricated concrete
blocks for the reproduction of sand martin
and kingfisher).
b) Actions to improve the habitat
conservation (15 cm of the topsoil in an area
of 6.55 has been removed, 13 communities
of high conservation interest grass have been
mown)
c) Actions to tackle invasive exotic wildlife
species (removal of 4000 kg of various
invasive species, three trapping campaigns
that have removed nine exotic freshwater
turtles)
d) Awareness and dissemination actions
(four dissemination activities focused on
Salburua bats, two strategic park entrances
with information panels to explain the
"INBIOS" Project, four conferences with
technical visit, campaign “Who bells the cat?”)
In conclusion, the project has brought an
improvement of the ecological quality of the
site and provided information on its values
and conservation problems to citizens.
Main figures
Surface area: 450 hectares
Population: 220 000 residents
Further Information
Centro de Estudios Ambientales
Ayuntamiento de Vitoria‐Gasteiz
Casa de la Dehesa de Olarizu, 01006 Vitoria‐
Gasteiz
Ph: (+34‐945)162696 /Fax: (+34‐945) 162695
llobo@vitoria‐gasteiz.org
http://www.vitoria‐gasteiz.org/w24/es/html/
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«Mount Hymettus Aesthetic Forest : example of an exclusively
private initiative (Philodassiki Enossi Athinon)»
Presentation
In 1946 Philodassiki undertook the initiative for
the reforestation of the area around the
Byzantine Monastery of Kaissariani in the NW
degraded slopes of Mt. Hymettus at a distance
of five kilometers from the center of Athens.
These efforts resulted in the planting of more
than three million trees within an area of
approximately 600 ha. Old quarries were
planted with trees from a nursery which was
created, forest roads were opened and rest and
recreation areas were organized. The whole
reforested area, characterized by a mosaic type
formation of plants was declared an “Aesthetic
Forest”, and has won several awards and
honorary recognitions. The creation of a forest
in an area destroyed by fire, illegal logging and
grazing, protected and managed effectively,
have combined to ensure for the inhabitants of
Athens an area of great ecological importance.
Stakeholders
The creation of the Aesthetic Forest is a
result of continuous effort on the part of
Philodassiki and the Forest Service as well as
many Greek institutions related to
environmental protection. Because of the
success of this initiative the Greek State by
Ministerial Decision, as dictated by law,
deeded the ownership of the forest to
Philodassiki, stipulating that it must protect
and improve the forest, without any rights of
exploitation. The forest management is
carried out with certified plans (i.e. ten year
master plan) together with the appropriate
government services (Forest and Fire
Services). Sometime there takes place, both
formally and informally, collaboration with
local services such as intramunicipal
association, volunteer groups and other
social institutions.
Of significant importance is the contribution
and support of universities, research
organizations and foundations and social
and environmentally oriented NGO’s.
Long history – new challenges
Background
Philodassiki Enossi Athinon was founded in
1899 in Athens with the purpose of
reforesting derelict land, the encouragement
of forest‐lovers and the protection of the
natural environment. The result of the
reforestation efforts was the greening of the
hills, in and around Athens and the
protection of the historical landscape. The
biggest accomplishment of the reforestation
efforts has been the creation of the Aesthetic
Forest of Hymettus (since 1946).
Funding
All the income of the Philodassiki derives
from private funding only. In 1986 the former
president of the Philodassiki left his
significant fortune to the foundation, thus
ensuring and guarantying its running. In this
way Philodassiki ‐ with the guidance of the
administrative committee ‐ can support the
following: overall management,
implementation of technical plans, forest
works (17 members of staff involved in this),
public relations and information,
organization of events. The remaining staff
comprises 5 permanent staff at head office.
Fortunately Philodassiki is at times financed
by private foundations (national and
international) for specific projects (i.e. fire
protection network, botanical garden
development and creation of seed bank) and
from donations by individuals.
Ecological and social benefits
The Mt. Hymettus Aesthetic Forest
constitutes a unique example of the
management of a peri‐urban forest which
was created from the very beginning based
on a reforestation program. The forest
management aims at the protection,
conservation and amelioration of the forest
ecosystem, at the maintenance of an
attractive landscape for outdoor recreation
and at the provision for environmental
education opportunities. Τhe aesthetic forest
is open to the public without charge
something which is guaranteed by the Greek
Constitution which says private forests are in
effect public forests. Specifically: a) The
creation of a green corridor which begins
from the mountain and proceeds almost to
the center of the city (today, the only such
corridor in Athens). This contributes
significantly to the control of temperature,
humidity, the filtering of air, precipitation
and the absorption and storage of CO2. b)
The variety evident in the planting guaranties
biodiversity for the flora and variety of
habitats for the fauna.
c) The recreation of the “historical”
landscape with its well thought‐out planting,
the initial restoration of the Byzantine
monastery, the complete absence of
technical elements, the creation of quiet
areas, make for an ideal location to walk and
relax in, blending history and civilization with
nature. d) The management of the forest as a
private forest by the Philodassiki (private
forests are few in Greece) and its
categorization as an Aesthetic Forest, helped
form a stricter legal framework and
contributed to minimizing the encroachment
of urban pressures. e) Provision for
environmental education opportunities in a
natural setting in an organized manner (i.e.
showing children how to plant). f) Making
certain of the availability of natural resources
for the next generation and the preservation
and dissemination of the values relevant to
biodiversity and landscape.
Outlook
i. Management ‐ forest protection: the
conservation and improvement of the forest
vegetation (mainly pines in unmixed clusters
mainly with cypress, judas and carob trees)
and the effective protection from fires,
illnesses (i.e. infestation by insects) and
urban pressures, have always been the main
purpose of management of the forest as
natural capital. ii. Provision of outdoor
recreation opportunities: the area of the
Aesthetic Forest is today ideal for leisure and
recreational activities such as walking on the
roads and paths of the whole area, sport
activities, resting in properly developed
areas, enjoying the view from various
outlooks, cycling, visiting the local historical
sites etc. In order to develop the sites it is
important to understand the visitors habits
and needs which are constantly changing.
Any changes are made with emphasis on
detail and great care. iii. Environmental
awareness: all the educational activities
regarding the natural environment and
specifically the flora and fauna of Mt.
Hymettus, are organized in such a way so as
to permit the creation of an autonomous
education service. This service will deal with
the formulation of educational activities. iv.
Biodiversity: the small botanical garden
which was created near the monastery with a
collection of Greek wild plants has as its aim
the ex situ conservation of Greek flora. The
people responsible for the garden have
organised guided tours to special interest
groups. The garden is a member of the
national network of botanical gardens and
BGCI and is constantly trying to develop its ex
situ collection of plants. v. Landscape:
because of the importance both of the
historical and physical elements of this
particular landscape, every effort is made to
maintain and respect its aesthetic value.
Main figures
Total surface: 450 ha
Mixed forest
(pines and cypreses)
Forest roads and
footpaths: 25 km
public facilities
Further Information
Mt. Hymettus Aesthetic Forest
Attica, GREECE
(Kaissariani, Vyronas & Zografou)
E‐Mail: aestheticforest@philodassiki.org
Tel +30 2107231769 / Tel‐Fax +30
2107231029
Philodassiki Enossi Athinon
10, Herodotou str. ‐ 10673 – Athens, GREECE
E‐Mail: contact@philodassiki.org
Tel +302107220866 / Tel‐Fax
+302107291418 www.philodassiki.org
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Example of coherence of economic development and
environmental protection: Parc de l’Alba (Catalonia)
Presentation
Parc de l’Alba is one of Catalonia’s most
strategic projects and aims to become an
important driver of scientific and
technological development in southern
Europe. This project is creating an
international knowledge hub in the heart of
the Barcelona metropolitan region that can
bring together 40,000 jobs linked to added
value activities. This strategic area features
one of the most advanced research facilities
in Europe –the Alba synchrotron –, a firstrate
university campus – the Universitat
Autònoma de Barcelona–, and an exceptional
concentration of knowledge infrastructures
as well as industrial and business parks.
Parc de l’Alba has a privileged location: it is in
Cerdanyola del Vallès, at the foot of the main
natural park in Barcelona –the Collserola
Park–, and has an excellent local, national
and international connectivity. This territory
is being transformed into a high‐quality
urban and environmental space, which
incorporates cutting‐edge infrastructures and
will feature a sustainable residential district,
a wide range of services, and a large network
of nature and social areas.
Stakeholders
Parc de l’lba is being jointly developed by
the Government of Catalonia –hrough the
Institut Català del Sòl–and the Cerdanyola
City Council, national and international
institutions. The Collserola Natural Park
consortium has taken part in this project as
consultant and it is foreseen that in the
future, the Parc de l’lba green corridor will
connect both parks and therefore, will
contribute enlarging the Collserola Natural
Park.
Facing Challenges
The project aim is to create spaces for
knowledge‐intensive activities around the
Alba synchrotron while restoring the
ecological quality of a number of areas
located at the foot of Collserola Park. Those
new spaces at Parc de l’lba will improve the
quality of life and working environment in
Cerdanyola, meeting the city’ most pressing
needs at the same time that restores the
environmental quality of an area of high
ecological interest that, over the past
decades, has deteriorated significantly.
Building Solutions
For a citizens better quality of life
Parc de l’lba is creating a new model city
that is technologically advanced and socially
balanced to promote business development
and public wellbeing. The new urban areas in
Parc de l’lba will have state‐of‐the‐art urban
infrastructures that will enhance the quality
of life and working environment, bringing
together a wide variety of productive spaces,
housing, services and social areas.
Advanced urban services will incorporate
high‐quality infrastructures with low
environmental impact which integrates
pioneering construction, technology and
environmental solutions in all new buildings.
They will also include a high percentage of
public open spaces. A balances offering of
public and private housing will create
housing units in a wide variety of sizes and
specifications to encourage a balanced mix of
residents of different ages and life styles.
Parc de l’Alba will develop an efficient
transport system by promoting reduced use
of motor vehicles and creating a large
intermodal transport station and a large
network of public spaces for pedestrians and
cyclists. This will make it possible to carry out
all daily activities on foot as well as creating a
tight‐knit community of workers and
residents. The new facilities, housing and
business spaces at Parc de l’lba will improve
the quality of life and working environment
in Cerdanyola, meeting the city’ most
pressing needs.
Territorial integration: Green Corridor
Parc de l’lba complements and enhances
surrounding urban and nature areas. This
development joins the Cerdanyola city center,
the Autonomous University of Barcelona
campus and the Vallès Technology Park with
a new neighborhood of sustainable housing,
creating a wide biological corridor. In turn,
creates a vast reserve of natural spaces in the
strip furthest from the urban core, with the
aim of improving the biological connectivity
between the Natural Park of Collserola and
the forest areas of the pre‐coastal mountain
range. On another hand, the Biological
corridor which will be located in the least
developed area, will enhance connectivity
within the metropolitan system of nature
areas and will create a great “reen lung”
between Cerdanyola and Sant Cugat.
Parc de l’lba has set aside 40% of its land to
create this biologic corridor that allows direct
access to the metropolitan system of nature
areas. It is located at the foot of the
Collserola natural park –hich occupies more
than 8,000 hectares of the Catalan Coastal
Mountain Range–and 20 from Sant Llorenç
del Munt i de l’bac Park, with 10,000
hectares in the Catalan Pre‐Coastal Mountain
Range. The corridor separating these two
large nature areas (popularly known as Green
Way of Vallès ‐ the Via verda del Vallès) is
important to connect the ecosystems in the
metropolitan area. However, there are
currently important barriers to the flow of
local mammals. For that, Parc de l’lba is
committed to recovering this biologic area
between Collserola and Sant Llorenç creating
a mile‐wide corridor that allows fauna to
pass freely over or under obstacles like the
AP‐7 and B‐30 motorways or the commuter
train lines. To do so, there will be more than
twenty crossings for local animals and
pedestrians which will allow local mammals
and pedestrians crossing over or under
motorways, railways and roads that currently
divide the main nature areas. The new
crossings will have high scenic value and
quality and will be large enough to
encourage their use. In areas of special
ecological interest, these structures will
incorporate acoustic and light barriers to
encourage animals to use them.
Some of the crossings will also include
lighting for pedestrians.
Conservation of Biodiversity
Parc de l’lba is a pioneer in conserving
natural resources and enhancing local
ecosystems. It is the only Development Plan
in Catalonia to carry out an exhaustive
environmental study to certify its
sustainability. This has allowed the
development to incorporate exemplary levels
of natural‐resource conservation and set
aside 50% of the land for green zones, which
are undergoing landscape and ecological
restoration. The Consortium has been
carrying out since late 2010 numerous
projects to recover and enhance the
ecosystems in Parc de l’lba, including:
connecting open spaces with wide crossings
for animals and pedestrians, tearing down
industrial buildings to create nature areas,
restoring deteriorated land and defining 180
hectares of green zones.
Main figures
Total surface: 340 ha
Green zones 180 ha
Streets and Squares 55 ha
Public facilities 25 ha
Further Information
Parc de l’lba
Passeig d’orta, 66‐68
08290 Cerdanyola del Vallès
P.O. Box 148. Barcelona. Catalonia. Spain.
E‐Mail: consorci@parcdelalba.cat
T. (+ 34) 93 5910780 / F(+ 34) 93 5922499
External Good Practice - 6
SITxell: Integrating Natural Values and Ecosystem Benefits into
Land Planning (Province of Barcelona, Spain)
Presentation
One of the main objectives of the Provincial
Government of Barcelona (Diputació de
Barcelona), is promoting a balanced and
sustainable territory and in this context, is to
improve knowledge of the open areas in the
province of Barcelona. The ultimate goal is to
provide information and criteria to support
local administration in their land planning
and management responsibilities, and
strengthen their participation in regional
projects that affect them. Therefore, since
the year 2001 the Diputació de Barcelona is
drawing up a territorial information system,
the project SITxell, which contains a
categorization and assessment of non urban
land starting from the analysis of their
ecological and socio-economic characteristics.
It is a cartographic and alphanumeric
database at scale 1:50.000, run by the Arcgis
software, which helps to study, analyze,
evaluate and plan the open areas of the
province of Barcelona. The conceptual basis
of this tool lies on the conviction that the
open spaces as a whole is the basic territorial
system, upon which must be placed on
properly the systems of settlements and
infrastructures, so that open areas maintain
their ecological and socio-economic key
functions. It is therefore essential to
understand the main features of these areas,
both their intrinsic characteristics and their
attributes associated with global processes
within the network of open spaces.
The SITxell (Sistema de Informacio Territorial
de la Xarxa d’Espais Lliures) means
“Territorial Information System network of
open sapces). The SITxell project has been
shown in various forums as an example of
good practice and has been awarded as
Finalist by the European Public Sector Award
(EPSA) 2011 on the topic “Greening Solutions
for Public Sector”.
Stakeholders
The SITxell has the participation of scientific
and technical institutions of great prestige –
university departments, research centers,
specialized private consultants–, as well as
social organizations, NGOs and government
departments with expertise in this field. In
each case the collaboration is established
through agreements or contracts, on an
annual basis, defining lines of work to be
done to achieve the objectives.
Facing Challenges
The SITxell project aims are: a) to provide
knowledge about ecological and
socioeconomic values of natural areas, b) to
use a multidisciplinary analysis tool to
support spatial land planning and other
specific land use decisions, c) to make aware
decision-makers and land planners about the
need for an integrated approach to land
planning and management and d) to develop
a public and private consensus and
partnership to spread the importance of
ecosystems and the need to be incorporated
to all the land policies.
Building Solutions
Conceptual framework
In recent years, and mainly based on
concepts from the discipline of landscape
ecology, the important role played by the
whole system of open areas –what is called
ecological matrix– has been highlighted, and
the subsequent need to address the planning
and management of the natural systems as a
whole. As a result, the strategy for natural
areas should not only rest on the protection
of certain areas of interest, or the
establishment of networks of protected areas,
but include the whole territory as a
functional unit subject to planning and
management, that to achieve the
conservation challenges posed.
Background
The Provincial Government of Barcelona
(Diputació de Barcelona) has traditionally
been a pioneer in the field of supra-municipal
planning and management of protected
natural areas and in the early nineties, opted
to promote the protection of strategic areas
for connecting existing parks so far, with the
objective to establish a real network of
interconnected protected areas, the "Green
Ring". At the same time, it raised a new form
of governance for the management of these
spaces, with the establishment of consortia
with other authorities and associations.
Therefore, the current Nature Park Network,
with more than 100,000 protected hectares
was achieved.
At present, there is the conviction that the
most effective way of protecting natural
systems is through a more integrated
approach to land management: the strategic
spatial planning. However, the establishment
of a true green infrastructure through an
integrated land planning also requires to
bring different levels and sectors of
administration together in order to work in a
cooperative and coordinated way. In our case,
this new approach means to continue
working in protected areas, but also to
extend these concepts and proposals for land
use planning at both regional and municipal
levels, which are the responsibility of the
Government of Catalonia and the
municipalities. To this end, and based on our
experience and knowledge in the field, our
intention is to make the information
contained in the project SITxell available to
the competent authorities and offer our
technical assistance in the processes of urban
and regional spatial planning.
Structure
The SITxell is a land information system
organised in thematic modules. They include
the different aspects involved in the
definition of intrinsic and strategic interest of
open areas and allow analyzing the
significance of these areas on the basis of
their geological, botanical, faunal, ecological,
social and economic characteristics, both
from basic parameters and complex
indicators. Each module consists of several
layers of basic information and layers of
specific evaluation, which are the result of
expert assessment and weighting of various
parameters performed by the project
partners.
Areas of application
For its conceptual and technical
characteristics, territorial information
contained in SITxell can be used at different
scales and levels of decision, one of the
fundamental objectives of the project. The
reference scale (1:50.000) allows an almost
direct implementation of the assessments for
plans and projects at the macroterritorial
level (up to 1:25.000). As you work on a
greater detail (1:10 000 in urban planning,
for example) or in more specific projects,
there is obviously a need for additional work
to adjust the generic information to the
particularities of each case. In general, the
application of SITxell is done in three large
territorial fields, and therefore scales of work:
a) Municipal, b) Regional and c) Network of
Natural Parks.
Concerning the Network of Parks, SITxell
information is one of the starting points
when considering new areas of protection
and/or new criteria for protection and
planning. In addition to specific principles for
new spatial plans, broad territorial vision
offered through SITxell gives a framework for
protected areas in the whole network and
establish, for example, protection of areas of
interest for the connectivity.
Further Information
Office of Land Analysis and Planning
Natural Areas Department
Diputació de Barcelona
Comte Urgell, 187. 08036 Barcelona (Spain)
Tf (+34) 93 402 28 96
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Policy / Regulatory aspects
Your periurban park is recognised by national / regional legislation as a specific typology of park.
Your park is covered by a specific planning instrument (e.g. park plan, master plan, town planning of the area).
Your park governance is regulated by a single structure, which coordinates the different institutional and territorial levels and sectors.
Management aspects
Your park management and development structure promotes stakeholder involvement.
Your park has structured mechanisms for stakeholder participation in definingits functions and activities.         
Your park is managed by a specifically created public or public/private agency.
Your park has a medium / long term strategy both for its management and development and for evaluation of actions / activities.
The periurban park is not recognised by national / regional legislation as a specific typology of park.
Your park is not covered by a specific planning instrument (e.g. park plan, master plan, town planning of the area).
Your park governance is not regulated by a single structure, which coordinates the different institutional and territorial levels and sectors.	
Your park management and development structure does not promote stakeholder involvement.
Your park does not have structured mechanisms for stakeholder participation in defining its functions and activities.
Your park is not managed by a specifically created public or public/private agency.	
Your park does not have a medium / long term strategy both for its management and development and for evaluation of actions / activities.
Your park is considered to be a key element within the construction of a green network to contain urban sprawl.	
Your park is not considered to be a key element within the construction of a green network to contain urban sprawl.
Your park has or applies active strategies for the protection and enhancement of green areas and of biodiversity.	
Your park does not have or apply active strategies for the protection and enhancement of green areas and of biodiversity.	
Your park has or applies active strategies to mitigate and reduce the impact of human activity on the park.
Your park does not have or apply active strategies to mitigate and reduce the impact of human activity on the park.
Environmental aspects
Social and communication aspects
Your park has a formal strategy to identify and allocate functions to the different areas of the park.
Your park does not have a formal strategy to identify and allocate functions to the different areas of the park.
Your park has a social strategy for the involvement of park users, both in terms of educational activities and of operative involvement (e.g. monitoring, volunteering).
Your park does not have a social strategy for the involvement of park users, both in terms of educational activities and of operative involvement (e.g. monitoring, volunteering).
Your park has strategies and / or activities providing information on the importance of its cultural heritage.
Your park does not have strategies and / or activities providing information on the importance of its cultural heritage.
Cultural Aspects
Your park has or benefits from specific plans for the recovery and maintenance of cultural heritage.
Your park does not have or benefit from specific plans for the recovery and maintenance of cultural heritage.
Economic aspects
Financial resources sufficient to cover your park's various needs are not current and/or foreseen.
Financial resources sufficient to cover your park's various needs are current available and/or foreseen.
Your park funding comes mainly from public sources.
Eco-compatible  activities undertaken in your park (e.g. eco-tourism, small scale organic agriculture, forestry) generates significant income for the park.
Your park funding does not come mainly from public sources.
Eco-compatible  activities undertaken in your park (e.g. eco-tourism, small scale organic agriculture, forestry) does not generate significant income for the park.
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Infrastructure accessibility aspects
Your park management structure participates actively in the definition of infrastructure development that concerns the park (e.g. planning of new housing schemes or roads).	
City dwellers can easily reach your park using public transport.
Your park's internal mobility network is sufficiently equipped to allow for sustainable and enjoyable user access (e.g. cycle network, pathways, visitors centres, resting points).
Your park is accessible to different categories of users, including those with mobility problems.
Your park management structure does not participate actively in the definition of infrastructure development that concerns the park (e.g. planning of new housing schemes or roads).
City dwellers cannot easily reach your park using public transport.
Your park's internal mobility network is not sufficiently equipped to allow for sustainable and enjoyable user access (e.g. cycle network, pathways, visitors centres, resting points).
Your park is not accessible to different categories of users, including those with mobility problems.
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